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WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

TWO CASES OF EXCISION OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 
Under the care of B. Hott, Esq. 

(Reported by G. NayLerR, EsQ., House-Surgeon.} 
CasE1. M. K., aged 23, a strumous looking young woman, and 
very anemic, was admitted under Mr. Holt on March 17th, 
with the following symptoms. The left knee was inclined at 
almost a right angle; great effusion had taken place into and 
around the joint; and fluctuation could be detected in every 
part. The limb was inclined somewhat inwards; extension or 
flexion could only be performed in a very slight degree; the 
skin was not at all discoloured; but there was great tenderness 
on pressure. In other respects, her health was pretty good. 
The disease had commenced thirteen weeks prior to her ad- 
mission; and, according to her statement, had originated from 
a fall. Three days before she came into the Hospital, she 
walked two or three miles; and this exercise was followed by 
so great an increase of the swelling and pain in the knee, that 
she could scarcely put her foot to the ground. By the aid of 
fomentations and perfect rest the swelling was subdued. After 
this, recourse was had to blisters and cupping; and these in 
their turn yielded to Scott's bandage, but with no appreciable 
bencfit. As constant pain was felt in the joint, and the symp- 
toms did not yield to treatment, and moreover, as the patient 
was gradually losing flesh, Mr. Holt decided upon excising the 
joint, which was done as follows on June 23rd. 

Chloroform being inhaled, the thigh was transfixed about 
two inches above the condyles of the femur, and a flap incision 
made by carrying the knife downwards, and then below the 
patella about an inch and a half beyond the lower border of 
this bone. On raising the flap upwards, and exposing the 
joint, the synovial membrane, especially where it surrounded 
the patella, was found to be of a dark red colour, pulpy, and 
thickened; and the cartilages had undergone slight ulceration. 
Some pus escaped when the joint was opened, and this was 
afterwards found to proceed from a small abscess at the batk 
of the internal condyle of the femur. In consequence of the 
contracted state of the knee, two or three thin slices had to be 
removed from the bones before the limb could be brought into 
the straight position. The lower or transverse part of the 
flaps retaining the patella was then brought together by sutures, 
leaving the lateral portions free. To support the joint, a ham- 
splint was applied, and secured above and below the knee by a 
bandage. A piece of wet lint was all that was then applied to 
the wound, and the patient was sent back to the ward. 

Shortly after her removal to bed, chloroform was again given 
and the limb placed in a splint similar to that employed in 
operations of this kind by Mr. Fergusson of King’s College. It 
consists of a wide concave iron plate for the thigh, and one 
also for the leg: the two are united by an intervening portion 
adapted to the back of the knee, which is exceedingly narrow, 
scarcely exceeding half an inch in width. There is a long out- 
side splint interrupted at the knee, the deficiency being sup- 
plied by a connecting iron bar, and this can be hooked on to 
the main apparatus. The other appendages are a perineal 
bandage, pads corresponding to the splint, and a foot-piece. 
The foot being firmly bandaged, perfect coaptation of the bones 
Was readily accomplished by introducing two fingers into the 
lateral parts of the wound, which had been purposely left open 
for this object; and to prevent any tendency of the femur to 
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rise, a splint was applied on its anterior surface. Extension 
was then kept up by the outside splint and the ordinary peri- 
neal band. 

Pain was relieved by opiates; and as she was very low and 
had a frequent weak pulse, brandy was given freely. During 
the two following days, the pulse was 140, and very weak. She 
was also troubled with constant vomiting, which was allayed by 
small doses of hydrocyanie acid, with an alkali. 

June 26th. She was much better, the bowels had acted freely, 
and she complained of no pain. 

June 27th. Suppuration had commenced at the sides of the 
wound; the transverse part having in a great measure united 
by the first intention. 

June 29th. She was ordered a mutton chop, eggs, and a 
pint of porter. From this date, she steadily improved. Every 
fourth day the splint was removed for a few minutes, to alter 
it and apply clean pads. 

July 10th. The limb was in an excellent position, and the 
same treatment was then being continued—the patient appear- 
ing to be satisfactorily recovering. 

Case mr. The next case is that of a little boy, 3 years of age, 
who came into the Hospital on April 8th, with disease of the 
knee-joint, which was bent beyond a right angle, and much 
swollen. There were several abscesses in the neighbourhood, 
which discharged pus freely. The slightest pressure or attempt 
at motion caused great pain. He was kept quiet in bed, the 
limb being retained in a splint, with poultices or warm water 
dressing to the abscesses. Cod-liver oil and steel wine, with 
nourishing diet and port wine, were given, the bowels being 
kept in healthy action by occasional doses of grey powder. It 
was hoped that the disease would yield to this treatment; but, 
after more than two months trial, as the pain increased in the 
joint, and he began to show signs of great debility, it was 
decided, after careful examination (which revealed the exist- 
ence of diseased bone at the bottom of one or more of the ab- 
scesses), that the knee should be resected. 

The same operation was performed as in the previous case, 
and a similar apparatus afterwards employed. A large cradle 
was placed over the lad's lower extremities, and from it the 
limb was slung. 

July lst. He was restless, and complained of much pain in 
the limb, and was unwilling to take his food. The wound 
looked healthy on the 2nd; and, a day or two later, the 
dressings were removed for the first time, when the parts all 
appeared healing favourably. 

Remarks. The details of the after-treatment have been thus 
dwelt upon by Mr. Nayler, because, as he very properly re- 
marks, “they play a most important part in the subsequent 
progress of the case. The disease had resisted all methods of 
treatment; and the question remained, whether amputation or 
resection should be had recourse to. Although the resection of 
joints is a comparatively new operation, and attended with con- 
siderable danger, yet, when it is considered that the mortality 
from amputation is not less than one in four, whilst from ex- 
cision it scarcely exceeds one in seven, the latter is surely 
entitled to a preference. In the above mentioned cases, the 
patients’ ages and the comparatively healthy condition of the 
limbs, offered a favourable prospect of success. The shock to 
the system is unquestionably milder, and the loss of blood far 
less than in amputation; added to which, the danger of pyemia 
is more remote; and it will probably be admitted that a limb, 
although anchylosed, is far more useful than any that art can 


supply.” 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL: 
DISEASE OF ELBOW-JOINT: EXCISION, 
Under the care of J. E. Ertcusen, Esq. 

R.Y., aged 39, a cotton-spinner, was admitted, under Mr. Erich- 
sen, on June 25th. For the last two years he had lived in 
London, and previously in Manchester, where his general 

health had been very good. 
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About three years ago, whilst at work, he knocked his elbow 
violently against a “frame”. Two days later, he went to a 
surgeon, who satisfied himself that there was no fracture, and 
prescribed a liniment, after using which the patient got better, 
and felt no inconvenience for a twelvemonth, except occasional 
weakness of the joint. After this date, the loss of power be- 
came more constant; but there was no swelling, and all the 
movements of the elbow were performed with ease, except that 
he could not thoroughly extend the arm. Four months before 
his admission, he noticed a swelling at the posterior and outer 
side of the joint, which was red and painful; and, as it rapidly 
increased, a surgeon was called in, who lanced it, and let out a 
considerable quantity of pus; and ordered poultices to be after- 
wards applied. At this time the man was working in a brewery, 
and continued to do so after the operation. The discharge 
gradually decreased, and he discontinued his attendance at the 
Bloomsbury Dispensary, of which he had become a patient. 
About six weeks later, the swelling around the elbow re- 
appeared, and he applied again at the Dispensary, where he 
was advised to endeavour to obtain admission at University 
College Hospital. 

On the first examination of the limb, the difference in size 
between it and the sound one was seven inches: the diseased 
joint measured thirteen inches round, the opposite elbow only 
six. All the inequalities about the joint were obliterated: on 
the outer side was the incision made by the lancet, but no dis- 
eg from it. A probe being passed down, denuded bone 
could be felt. All the movements of the joint were perfect, 
except extension, which was only partially performed. 

The arm was placed in a sling; a leathern splint was applied 
along the inner side; and a poultice laid over the elbow-joint. 
Quinine and acid mixture was given three times a day. 

July 2nd. He felt much better, relished his food, and slept 
well. A slight attack of diarrhea set in, which was speedily 
checked. 

July 4th. There was more pain in the joint, but it appeared 
less red, and measured three-quarters of an inch less than on 
admission. Indistinct fluctuation could be felt over the ex- 
ternal condyle, which became, however, quite apparent two 
days later, when Mr. Erichsen incised the swelling. Here, 
also, dead bone was detected. Although two explorations with 
the probe had discovered this state of things, there was no 
positive evidence that the joint was affected, no grating or pre- 
ternatiral mobility. Mr. Erichsen therefore thought it ad- 
visable to endeavour, by an exploratory operation, to remove 
the dead portions of bone without excising the joint. The 
patient was accordingly placed under the influence of chloro- 
form on the 8th, and a T-shaped incision made in the usual 
manner. It was then found that the joint was involved to 
such an extent as to render excision necessary. Accordingly, 
the lower end of the humerus, the head of the radius, and 
the whole of the articular surface of the ulna, were removed. 
The articular surface of the humerus was partially deprived of 
cartilage, cicatrised tissue taking its place. The outer condyle 
was also carious, and covered with fungoid granulations. The 
articular surface of the ulna, especially the olecranon, was ex- 
tensively denuded of cartilage, and very vascular. The head of 
the radius was not deprived of its cartilaginous covering, but 
there was a carious spot on its side. The patient, after an 
opiate, passed a tolerably good night. The arm was placed on 
a straight splint, which was kept on until the evening, of the 
9th. When it was removed, the wound was found to be dis- 
charging healthy pus; and the man has, up to the present 
date, progressed satisfactorily. , 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


I, DISEASE OF KNEE-JOINT: AMPUTATION : DEATH: HYDATID 
CYSTS IN LIVER, 


Under the care of Cxsar Hawxtns, Esq. 
[ From Notes supplied by EpccumeEe VENNING, EsqQ., Clinical Clerk.] 


W. P., aged 38, was admitted on April 20th with great pain and 
swelling of the right knee. The pain was first experienced 
fourteen months ago, and came on quite independently of any 
injury or over exertion. It was continuous, and accompanied 
by very gradually increasing size of the joint. The man was 
in a provincial Hospital for nearly three months, but obtained 
no benefit; and the pain becoming more severe, and symptoms 
of hectic presenting themselves, he applied for admission at 
St. George’s. Within a few days of his coming under treat- 
ment there were signs of the rapid formation of pus in the 
joint, and a prominent swelling was observed below the patella. 


This was opened on May 25th, and blood, with a small quantity 
of pus and synovial fluid, escaped. Great relief was afforded 
by the incision, and up to June 1st he was comparatively easy. 
The discharge from the wound was very scanty, and the swell- 
ing around the patella did not subside. He had all along com- 
plained of slight cough, with thin colourless expectoration, and 
once spat up a little blood. During the afternoon of the 15th 
the pain in the knee became worse than he had ever felt it 
before, and the thigh swelled to some extent. This increase 
of pain prevented him from procuring any sleep, and his 
appearance was indicative of great exhaustion. The thigh was 
amputated on the 25th, about six inches above the knee. 
During the operation a quantity of thin fluid escaped from the 
abscess, some communication extending from the joint to this 
distance up the thigh. The articulating surfaces were found 
denuded, and the cartilages were ulcerated, and in some places 
disorganised. In the afternoon he complained of great pain 
in the stump, and was very feverish next day. On the 28th he- 
had a decided rigor about 5 a.m., followed by profuse perspira- 
tion. The bowels were somewhat relaxed ; the tongue dry and 
coated with dark fur; the’ pulse 122, and weak. 

Slight discharge flowed from the stump on the 29th. At 
3 p.m. of the same day he was seized with severe precordial 
and epigastric pain, and at 7 p.m. very severe rigors set in, 
lasting more than half an hour. He was then free until the 
morning of the 30th, but could not procure any sleep. The 
rigors returned at 10 a.m., and were accompanied by dyspnes 
and much flatus. There was no especial tenderness on pres- 
sure over the hepatic region. The discharge from the stump 
was scanty, dark coloured, and very offensive. The attacks of 
shivering returned at irregular intervals during the Ist and 
2nd of July, and he also suffered much from dyspnea and 
inability to expectorate freely. He was propped up by stimu- 
lants and nutritive diet, but only lived until the evening of 
the 4th. 

The body was examined forty hours after death. Old adhe-- 
sions were found in both pleural cavities, and scattered tubercles 
in both lungs. A considerable amount of serum existed in 
the abdomen, and the intestines, especially in the hypogastric 
region, were smeared with recent lymph. There was an abscess 
between the liver and diaphragm, which was connected with a. 
large hydatid cyst, situated at the upper border of the right 
lobe of the liver, and containing several hydatids. At the 
lower margin of the right lobe was a very large cyst, full of 
hydatids and straw-coloured fluid. There was also a small 
cyst formed chiefly at the expense of the left lobe. All the 
cysts contained hydatids, from the size of a pea to that of a 
large orange. The entire weight of the liver was six pounds. 
The kidneys were somewhat coarse as to texture. In other 
respects the abdominal viscera were natural. Pus was found 
extending for six or seven inches up the femoral vein, and & 
slightly adherent blood clot had formed in the vessel on a. 
level with Poupart’s ligament. The other veins were not 
examined, 


II, DISEASE OF KNEE-JOINT : AMPUTATION : RECOVERY. 
Under the care of C. Hawxrns, Esq. 


R. W., aged 27, was admitted under Mr. Hawkins with long- 
standing inflammation of the knee.joint, for which he had been. 
under treatment more than a twelvemonth. For two years. 
there had been loss of motion in the joint, and at times there 
was severe pain. The whole limb was placed on a straight. 
splint for some weeks, and repeated blisters were applied; but 
the effusion appearing to increase, a puncture was made over 
the external condyle, and a little pus let out. This was fol- 
lowed by the formation of a considerable abscess over the head 
of the fibula, accompanied with severe rigors. There was also- 
much swelling and puffiness below the patella towards the 
outer side of the leg. As the long-continued discharge from. 
the abscess before mentioned weakened him, it was thought 
better to amputate the limb, and the operation was performed 
about the middle of April, more than three months from the 
date of his admission. The joint was found full of foul matter ; 
the patella, femur, and tibia were anchylosed by bone, and the 
cartilages nearly destroyed. In the head of the tibia was a 
cavity more than an inch in depth, containing a loose piece of 
dead bone. The cavity communicated with the joint, and with 
a recently formed abscess in the popliteal space. After the 
chloroform he was troubled with vomiting, but to no very 
great extent. He went on well, but was troubled with profuse 
perspirations, which were ultimately checked by bark and acid. 
The discharge from the stump was of a very offensive character 
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for about a fortnight; but as his health improved a more 
healthy secretion was established, and he was discharged per- 
fectly cured on May 27th. 


III, ACUTE RENAL DROPSY: DIURESIS, 
Under the care of W. E. Pace, M.D. 


J. H., a painter, sixty years of age, caught a severe chill two 
months before coming to the hospital, which was followed by 
«edema of the ankles every evening, and puffiness of the eye- 


lids and face coming on during the night. Gradually he had ; 


become anasarcous, and on admission last October he pre- 
sented all the signs of a patient suffering from renal dropsy. 
There was great pain in the loins, frequent sickness, with 
thirst and headache. The urine was scanty, smoky, and albu- 
minous. Increased pyrexia, with nephritic symptoms, mani- 
festing themselves, a few days later he was bled from the arm, 
and free purgation with compound jalap powder was prescribed; 
he also took chimaphila with nitric ether and ammonia. This 
severe headache and pain in the loins lasted nearly a fort- 
night. On making another examination of the urine at this 
time, the specific gravity was 1008, but not a trace of albumen 
could be found. Acute dropsical symptoms again appeared, and 
he was bled once more: urea was found in the blood, which 
was sizy. 

On the 3rd of November the dropsy had decreased; the 
urine contained a few blood and pus corpuscles. He com- 
plained of much throbbing pain in the forehead, for which the 
bleeding was repeated twice in the course of the following week. 
After the second venesection, the urine increased in quantity, 
and crystals of triple phosphate were detected in it: the head- 
ache left him until tepid baths were employed, and it then re- 
turned in an aggravated form pro tem., but the profuse perspi- 
ration following the bath relieved both the head and the lum- 
bar pains. Early in December he had a smart attack of cel- 
lular inflammation, confined to the left side of the neck, and 
which caused considerable dysphagia. At this date plenty of 
lithic acid crystals were found in the urine, and there was an 
appearance of a small quantity of albumen. This had vanished 
by the middle of January; but the lithic acid crystals per- 
sisted, and sporules and thalli of the penicilium glaucum were 
found in abundance. He now frequently passed as much as 
nine or ten pints of urine in the twenty-four hours, and on the 
18th of February it was slightly clouded by heat and nitric 
acid. The lumbar pain was chiefly confined to the left side, 
but no enlargement or swelling could be detected. There was 
never any trace of sugar in the urine, and its specific gravity 
never exceeded 1014. It was in March alkaline, highly ammo- 
niacal, and contained triple phosphate crystals and bladder 
epithelium. 

On February 18th, he commenced taking the nitro-hydro- 
ehloric acid, with chimaphila, three times a day; and 
this he continued with very good effect up to the time of his 
leaving the hospital. Notwithstanding the drain from the kid- 
neys, he gained slowly in weight. The pain in the left loin 
shifted to the iliac region, and was sometimes of a very drag- 
ging character. Over the right kidney there was considerable 
tenderness. The pain in the head quite left him by the end of 
March, although he was often annoyed by musce volitantes. 
Having improved so much, he was allowed to leave on the 
Sth April, and he has gone on well since, and is now able to do 
a day’s work, 


Remarks. This case appears to afford an instance of spon- 
taneous relief to dropsy by the kidneys, when diaphoresis 
failed. No diuretic remedies were tried; but as the system 
derived strength and tone from the mineral acid, the renal 
‘organs appeared to take on a vigorous action, seemingly in- 
jurious, but which must have been an effort of nature to get 
rid, through this channel, of a vast amount of noxious mate- 
rial which had been lying in the system, keeping up all the 
cerebral and other symptoms of disordered functions. Skin- 
action by baths seemed, as above mentioned, to increase the 
patient's discomfort ; and it was not until diuresis was set up 
that any marked amelioration occurred. The case, to many 
who witnessed it, seemed anything but a hopeful one, and with 
the long continued and oft returning acute symptoms, it is 
wonderful that so good a recovery should have been effected. 
Altogether it is one of the most satisfactory instances of resto- 
= to health the medical wards have furnished for some 
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CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 


SYMBLEPHARON, OR ADHESION OF THE EYELID TO THE 
EYEBALL, 
Under the care of Haynes Watton, Esq. 


Ir may be well to premise that any mechanical or chemical in- 
jury to the conjunctiva, causing loss of substance by slough or 
ulceration, is followed by contraction, which unites the lid to 
the globe of the eye, destroying more or less the movements 
of the organ; the usual, indeed the almost universal condition 
being, complete and close connection of the parts by a dense 
cicatrix. Mr. Walton has met with an exception at the hos- 
pital, the first of the kind that he has seen; namely, the bridle 
union or adhesion, by which is meant, an isolated, or isthmus- 
like, band of connexion between the lid and the eyeball, around 
which a probe may be passed. 

A young man was using melted lead, and accidentally got 
his face spattered with the molten metal, the left eyelid slightly 
participating in the injury. A severe attack of erysipelas en- 
sued, and when the severity of the attack had passed away, the 
injury to the conjunctiva was discovered. It is now a year 
since the occurrence. The bridle was between the margin of 
the lower eyelid, just external to the punctum, and the ocular 
conjunctiva, about a line in length, and, to all appearance, con- 
sisting of conjunctiva. At first sight it seemed more extensive 
than it afterwards proved to be. A slight examination gave a 
pretty clear indication of its nature, and the ready passage of a 
probe below it fully confirmed its isolation. The patient ap- 
plied because of the tethered sensation of the eye and the de- 
formity, which was very apparent, the lid being drawn up. 
The slight operation required for the relief, we may here 
correctly say the cure, was quicker done than told. A snip 
with a pair of scissors across the centre of the band was suf- 
ficient. No precaution was taken, and the result showed that 
none was necessary, as the individual surfaces healed kindly, 
and the lid righted itself; but very little trace of the abnormal 
state remains. 

Mr. Walton pointed out that this case was valuable in itself 
as demonstrating a practical fact ; but its importance bore also 
on symblepharon in general, and established the distinction 
between instances in which operative treatment might be un- 
dertaken with almost certain success, and those in which there 
was but very slight prospect of any improvement: for example, 
where the adhesion is very extensive, and where, too, although 
this be slight, the proper tissue of the conjunctiva has been 
destroyed and bands of lymph form the connexion. 

We have seen several unsuccessful operations on the latter 
by different surgeons, and many appliances used to separate 
the divided edges. On this point Mr. Walton holds that 
failure, or the return of the agglutination, is not, according 
to his observation, due to the adhesion of the opposed surfaces, 
which he believes to be a very exceptional occurrence; the 
divided parts come together by means of the contraction of the 
granulations through which they are healed, just as happens 
in other parts of the body when cicatrices from burns are re- 
moved. Several times, under what appeared to be most favour- 
able circumstances, he has removed the cicatrices, and dis- 
sected off the bands and bridles; but the contraction has 
returned to the same or even to a greater extent: indeed, in 
two instances only has he obtained a good result. In the first 
he was’ partially successful; the band which tied the centre of 
the eyelid to the globe encroached a little on the cornea, and 
was narrow, soft, and loose: he merely divided it twice, and 
each time it returned to its former state. He then removed 
a small central portion of what appeared to be the cicatrix of 
the band, and brought the edges of the divided conjunctiva, on 
the lid and on the globe, severally together by sutures; the 
result was very gratifying. The last time he saw the patient, 
several months after the operation, there was but a slight con- 
traction at the lower part of the interior of the lid,—a spot 
where there would probably be a certain amount of puckering 
in most of these cases under any plan of treatment. The 
globe of the eye was no longer unnaturally covered by the lid, 
and the feelings of restraint to its movements were lost. 

There can be little doubt that the symblepharon in the re- 
cent case was produced by the inosculation of the granulating 
surfaces ; for how else could it occur, and leave the reflection of 
the conjunctiva between the eyelid and the eyeball free? 

Symblepharon of the upper eyelid is rarer than of the lower, 
and is not generally so inconvenient. An example has recently 
been under observation at the Hospital, associated with a re- 
markable pathological state. The subject of it was a male, 58 
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years old. The angle of the lid, just where the punctum is 
situated, was closely adherent to the eyeball by a very red and 
thick band. Nearly the upper half of the cornea was covered 
by a membrane resembling an ordinary pterygium, but rather 
redder. As with pterygia in general, it was continuous with, 
and seemed to grow from, the ocular conjunctiva. The pupil 
was partly covered by it. The history was different from that 
of the other case, there having been none of the injuries from 
which symblepharon usually springs. A purulent ophthalmia, 
contracted several months past, would seem to have been the 
exciting cause. But it is not unreasonable to infer that the 
treatment might have, from its severity, contributed to the 
effect, when we learn that solid nitrate of silver and other 
escharotics had been applied to the conjunctiva several times a 
week for months—a practice unfortunately common, and which 
Mr. Walton strives hard to diminish, as he never loses an 
opportunity of pointing out the impropriety of such measures. 
Whether, therefore, the adhesion had been from the cicatrix 
consequent on the destruction of conjunctiva, or whether from 
the inosculation of granulating surfaces, cannot positively be 
determined. It was resolved to attempt to check the growth 
on the cornea (for a slight extension of it would render the eye 
useless) by cutting off the vascular supply, as in the operation 
for pterygium ; namely, dissecting away a strip from the sclero- 
tica, and, for the present at least, not attending to the symble- 
pharon. The upper eyelid was therefore raised to the extent 
that its adhesion would admit, and the operation commenced. 
Not till then was it discovered that the body was a soft and 
pulpy mass, through which the forceps readily tore: it was 
separated from the sclerotica with the handle of the scalpel, and 
trimmed off with a pair of scissors. The portion attached to 
the cornea was not readily raised, and Mr. Walton determined 
not to interfere with it, but to watch the result. This new 
material resembled soft, flabby, and unhealthy granulations. 
This false membrane, if we may so call it, was continuous with 
the outer edge of the band that connected the lid and the eye- 
ball, and from which it was readily torn. 

We saw the patient a week after he had been submitted to 
treatment. The beneficial effect was marked. The texture of 
the cornea was visible, red vessels having taken the place of 
the pulpy mass. The reason why dissection was continued to 
this part is because opacity of the cornea is almost sure to 
follow; whereas, if left to itself, the process of absorption gives 

~a better result. The man was advised to go home to the 
country, and return in a month. 


Original Communications. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PATHOLOGY OF 
INTRATHORACIC CANCER. 


By Joun Cocktz, M.D., Physician to the City Dispensary and 
to the Margaret Street Dispensary for Consumption, ete. 


(Continued from page 232.) 

In some preceding papers I attempted to point out the ocea- 
sional difficulty, in cases of intrathoracic cancer, of arriving at 
a satisfactory diagnosis either from the subjective phenomena, 
or from the application of those physical methods of explora- 
tion so valuable in most intrathoracic maladies. It is therefore, 
clinically, of the greatest importance to avail ourselves of any 
additional sign which may throw light upon affections so 
avowedly obscure and defiant of our usual resources. Upon 
reference to the last paper published in this Journat, March 21, 
1857, it will be seen that the appearance of external tumour 
most materially contributed to a successful diagnosis—a dia- 
gnosis amply justified by the autopsy. I have now to detail 
another case in which such tumour at once enabled the dia- 
gnosis to be formed; the phenomena observed prior to its 
advent having been ill-defined in the highest degree. 

The case was watched almost thrcughout by Dr. Elliotson, 
who has kindly placed the following history, with the prepara- 
tion, at my disposal. For the description of the latter, and 
the general remarks, I must be considered responsible. 

“In the middle of January last, a medical friend of mine 
teok into his service, as butler, a young man three and twenty 


years of age, who represented himself as a few years older, 
was pale, but active, and made no complaint. In the be- 
ginning of February, my friend observed him to pant without 
exertion, to grow paler, and to have a little a@dema of the eye- 
lids. In the middle of February, the young man complained, 
and his pulse was found to be 90; in a week it rose to 100; and 
it never became slower than this. At the end of the month, it 
was 120, and he had grown weaker, thinner, and paler, and be- 
come deaf. He was sent to me on the 4th of March. In addi- 
tion to the other symptoms, he complained of pain in the 
loins, so great as to prevent sleep; and sometimes of pain at 
the occiput, and between the scapule, and sometimes in front, 
and sometimes at the side on which he happened to be lying: 
he had also vertigo. The ganglia under the jaw on each side 
were swollen, painful, and tender. His pulse was 115; the 
urine not deficient, 1020 specific gravity, and without albumen 
or other morbid contents. Percussion and auscultation were 
healthy. He coughed, and expectorated a very little frothy 
mucus, which was sometimes reddish. The tongue was rather 
white ; he was very thirsty; and the tonsils were swollen and 
ulcerated. His respiration was 20; his pulse 112. Two ounces 
of blood were taken from the arm, but it was neither cupped 
nor buffed; he was purged with jalap and bitartrate of potass ; 
and dry cupped on the loins. His pain in this part was en- 
tirely removed, so that he slept well. The pain between the 
shoulders continued, and did not yield to dry cupping. He 
now took preparations of iron in very minute doses, and con- 
tinued them, but without any abatement of a single symptom. 
At first it appeared a case of acute inflammatory anasarca ; but 
I soon saw there was some organic disease, though I could not 
fix upon its seat or nature. Tubercles began to appear on 
éach side of his abdomen, on his thighs and arms, and ulti- 
mately in the erbits. His voice cracked. Percussion was dull 
at the highest part of the chest in front, and at length all over 
the right half of the chest; and respiration became inaudible to 
the same extent; and segophony was heard to a very limited ex- 
tent behind, at the highest central portion of the thoracic region. 
His ankles became wdematous. I expressed my opinion that 
the disease was malignant, and seated at the highest part of the 
chest, where an encephaloid mass would be found. He lay in 
bed for the most part, and always on the right side. He died 
on the Ist of May.” 

Autopsy. Upon opening the body, a considerable tumour pre- 
sented itself in the anterior mediastinum, fusing into the walls 
of the anterior portion of the pericardium corresponding to the 
auricles, great vessels, and base of the right ventricle. The 
tumour was of irregular form, between three and four inches in 
diameter, occupying the whole of the mediastinum from the 
anterior to the posterior side of the chest, and extending along 
the roots of the lung on either side. It was of yellowish hue 
and firm consistence, and was composed in part of rounded and 
oval masses, some of which, towards the exterior, were isolated. 
These portions varied in size from a pea to that of a hen’s 
egg. The largest of them, of botryoidal surface, lay in the 
triangular space, between the right and left bronchus and 
upper surface of the left auricle; other portions insinuating 
themselves between the lobes of the lungs. The central por- 
tions of the tumour and that involving the pericardium in 
front, were of a more homogeneous character, not being sepa- 
rable into masses, The tumour moulded itself around the 
great vessels ; the arch of the aorta, which was not apparently 
compressed by it, reappeared from the midst of the tumour 
about the end of the transverse portion. Both vene innomi+ 
nate and cave were involved in the tumour, but nowhere 
obliterated. The ven innominate, however, were lessened in 
calibre, and evidently compressed. ‘The mass also embraced 
the anterior portion of the trachea; and the left primary bron- 
chus, in a part of its course, was completely imbedded therein, 
The second and third ramifications of both bronchi, and the 
corresponding pulmonary arteries and veins, were, more or 
less, imbedded in that portion of the tumour which extended 
to the roots of the lungs in the form of lobulated masses of 
various size. The trachea and bronchi were nowhere appre- 
ciably lessened in size by pressure of the tumour, even when 
the bronchi were surrounded by it. The same remark ap- 
peared to apply to the pulmonary vessels, which were readily 
injected. ‘The portion of the tumour which involved the peri- 
cardium thinned downwards from the great vessels, where it 
was more than an inch in thickness, to the apex of the heart, 
where it had almost disappeared. This portion of the tumour 
presented in the least degree the lobulated structure before 
described. That portion of the pericardium covering the left 
auricle and ventricle behind was free from disease. ‘The right 
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and left phrenic nerves were traced lying upon and at one part 
just imbedded in the tumour. The left vagus was traced back- 
wards towards the left bronchus, imbedded, to a considerable 
extent, in the tumour; the nerve appeared healthy, though 
stretched, and doubtless somewhat compressed by the tumour. 
The right pleural sac was filled with transparent lemon- 
coloured serum. The lung tissue proper, liver, and spleen, 
were healthy. A very small cancerous tumour occupied the 
right kidney ; the other was apparently healthy. There was no 
opportunity of examining the head. Microscopic examina- 
tion revealed the elements characterising malignant growth. 


Remarks. Upon analysing this most instructive case, we 
_ are led to the consideration of the several pathologic conditions 
with which it might, in transitu, have been confounded. The 
initial phenomena were, apparently, those which indicated 
simple change of the normal constitution of the blood,—pallor, 
; breathlessness upon exertion, puffiness beneath the eyelids, 
vertigo, quickened pulse, debility. These symptoms were gra- 
dually followed by considerable cedema of the face; increasing 
pallor; constant and severe lumbar pain preventing sleep; 
headache ; deafness; pain in the chest, interscapular region, 
ete.; tender submaxillary glands,—symptoms which, in their 
aggregate, naturally suggested that the kidney might be the 
seat of some degenerative process. Careful examination of 
the urine, however, lent no confirmation to this view, inas- 
much as the quantity of urine passed was normal, as also its 
specific gravity; it was, besides, free from albumen or other 
visible abnormal element ; the lumbar pain, also, soon ceased, 
suddenly and permanently. Coincident with, or immediately 
successive to the symptoms already recorded, there supervened 
cough, attended with scanty expectoration of frothy, and 
occasionally of muco-sanguineous sputa; thirst; white 
tongue; swollen and ulcerated tonsils; increasing speed of 
pulse ; peculiar cracked voice. In addition to the great edema 
of the face, the ankles became slightly edematous. Physical 
examination, which at first yielded no results, now revealed 
marked dulness of the superior sternal region, which gradually 
extended over the entire right half of the chest; cessation of 
the respiratory murmur: wgophony. In this phase of the case 
what did such physical signs import? Aneurism of the tho- 
racic aorta, with secondary pleuritic effusion? The marked 
a@dema of the face and,in a less degree, of the ankles, the 
eracked voice, early situation of percussion dulness, character 
of the cough and sputa, certainly favoured, to some extent, 
the idea of possible aneurismal pressure upon the bronchial 
tubes and large venous trunks, the latter result inducing the 
cerebral phenomena alluded to. Still, the early history of the 
case, the age of the patient, the association and succession of 
the symptoms, together with the absence of tumour, abnormal 
impulse or murmur, were scarcely reconcilable with the hy- 
pothesis of aneurism. 

Could the occurrence of tubercular deposit better explain 
the observed phenomena? The premonitory symptoms were 
not dissimilar to those of tubercular dyscrasia; and even at a 
later phase, some of the signs, and some of the symptoms 
especially, _Were not opposed to such disease,—the pleuritic 
effusion being the possible result of tubercular irritation ; still, 
as on the hypothesis of aneurism, there were residual pheno- 
mena which were excluded from, and others wanting which 
should have been included in, the definition of tuberculous dis- 
ease. Such were the doubts involved in the very nature of the 
case, so that a satisfactory diagnosis seemed scarcely possible 
until the appearance of the external tumours; then the sus- 
Picion of malignant disease was at once originated,—such dis- 
ease affording a sufficient explanation of the hitherto ano- 
malous symptoms. 

From this, and many other cases recorded by different 

_ observers, the great semiotical value of external tumour occur- 
ring in the course of obscure thoracic disease, is strikingly ex- 
emplified. Indeed, so great is the value of the sign, that, in 

_ the cases named, such tumours should be carefully searched 
for, and if discovered and determined to be of recent origin, it 
would probably justify the observer in at once including the 
case in the category of malignant disease. The widely spread 
pain, as also the inutility of treatment, are additional points of 
value in the diagnosis of this class of diseases. 

With regard to the lumbar pain, it is worthy of note, that 
this symptom was apparently limited to the period of actual 

_renal deposit, and definitely ceased with the completion of the 

process and its extension to, and increase in, more remote 
organs. 
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CASES OF DEATH WITH AIR IN THE VEINS. 
By GrorGe May, jun., Esq., Reading. 


Case 1. On December 15th, 1855, I assisted Mr. Walford at 
the post mortem examination of Mrs. H., aged 50, who had 
died the day previous. She had long been ailing, having com- 
plained chiefly of spasms in the bowels, especially on the right 
side; and for a fortnight before her death, she suffered from 
pain in the throat. She was rather hoarse; but there was no 
tenderness on pressure. Her abdomen was large, and the 
veins were distinct; the liver was much enlarged; and the 
urine was of low specific gravity and albuminous. Although a 
grave opinion was entertained of her case, neither a speedy nor 
abrupt termination was expected. She was seen by Mr. Wal- 
ford at 1 p.m. on the day of her death, and found to be sinking. 
Her abdomen was tense, and extremely sensitive to pressure ; 
respiration was thoracic; the pulse was feeble and running. 
She died in the evening. 

The next afternoon the body was examined. There was 
much thickening of the colon, with ulceration of the cecum 
and ileo-cxeal valve. There was air in the adjacent subperito- 
neal tissue, which we traced upwards to the diaphragm and 
downwards for some distance; it also extended between the 
muscles of the parietes. There was frothy blood in the heart 
and in the portal and pulmonary veins. Air-bubbles were also 
seen in the submucous cellular tissue of the intestine, near the 
ulcer. The kidneys were very large. 

It was not known that there had been any hemorrhage from 
the bowel, and no open vessel could be discovered on inspec- 
tion of the intestine. The uterus was much enlarged, and con- 
tained a fibrous tumour. 

temarKs. What was the cause of death? The symptoms 
were those of perforation ; and it is well known that emphysema 
may follow wounds of the intestine; but the ulcer opened into 
the mesoecrcum, and we could not detect any escape of. the 
contents of the bowel into the abdomen. Would subperitoneal 
emphysema cause thoracic respiration ? 

Air was traced from the ulcer through the liver to the heart. 
How did it enter the veins? There had not been any hemor- 
rhage, and no open vessel could be detected. Was the air pro- 
duced by the ulceration? We shall see in a subsequent case 
that air may be locally generated. Small quantities of air may 
enter the circulation, without producing mucli effect, especially 
if it enters slowly. 

Case. Miss H., aged 42, but looking much older, and 
being of a very spare habit of body, had usually enjoyed good 
health, with the exception of occasional attacks of bilious 
vomiting. She had been suffering from one of her usual ail- 
ments for three or four days before her death ; but, although 
I was in attendance at the house, she did not think it necessary 
to obtain my advice. 

On the morning of March 9th, 1857, after violent vomiting, 
she became suddenly faint. On my arrival, I found her covered 
with a cold perspiration; her face was pale and anxious; the 
lips and hands being livid. The respiration was very short 
and hurried; the pulse frequent, small, and very feeble; the 
heart was acting tumultuously, but I could not hear any 
churning sound, nor could I distinguish the ordinary valvular 
sounds. 

After taking some brandy and water, she expressed her 
ability to sit up in bed; and I found that air entered all parts 
of both lungs. 

I told her friends that she was suffering from imperfect 
action of the heart, and must be considered in great danger ; 
but I could not satisfy myself as to the cause of such a sudden 
attack. She was extremely anxious and unwilling that I should 
leave her; but I went to procure some stimulants, and she 
died before my return, having survived the commencement of 
the attack for three hours. She died quietly, and without 
convulsions, 

A post mortem examination was made twenty hours after 
death, the body not being quite cold. On opening the thorax, 
the heart appeared enlarged, this being caused by the disten- 
sion of the right auricle with frothy blood. The nght ventricle 
contained a small fibrous clot. The other cavities of the heart 
were empty. The heart itself was healthy; and there was no 
fluid in the pericardium. The lungs were healthy; but on 
pressure frothy blood freely issued from the cut surfaces. The 
stomach and kidneys were healthy; the liver was enlarged, and 
contained blood mixed with air-bubbles. The uterus was 
three and a half inches in length, and much congested. The 
catamenia had appeared the previous day. The left ovary con- 
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tained a ruptured Graafian vesicle. There was a fibrous tu- 
mour of the size of a large pea on the anterior wall of the 
uterus, and from it sinuses, large enough to allow a full-sized 
pen to enter, passed into the lateral ligaments. On dividing 
the left lateral ligament, frothy blood escaped, and was traced 
thence to the heart; but there was none in the left femoral 
vein, nor in the right common iliac. The brain was not ex- 
amined. 

Remarks. It can scarcely be doubted that the presence 
of air was the cause of death in this case. Violent vomiting 
was followed by sudden collapse and speedy death. 

Air was traced from the veins of the left lateral ligament to 
the heart. It must, therefore, either have been generated in the 
uterus, which is very improbable, both from the suddenness of 
the attack and the healthy state of that organ; or did violent 
vomiting during menstruation cause air to enter through an 
unbroken mucous membrane? However improbable this may 
appear, it seems the only explanation that can be offered. 

CasE mm. Mr. W., aged 49, was brought into Reading April 
29th, 1857, by the county police. He was supposed to be 
suffering from intoxication; but as he did not recover in a 
few hours, Mr. Walford was sent for, and found him in a very 


_ depressed condition. It was with difficulty that his name and 


age could be ascertained from him; and he was quite incapable 
of giving any account of his illness. The pulse was very small 
and feeble, and there was a sore on the great toe, apparently 
the effects of travel. The foot shortly afterwards became 
swollen ; and inflammation extended up the internal saphena 
vein. There was also inability to empty the bladder; he lin- 
gered till May 4th, and died from asthenia. 

The difficulty in inducing him to speak, and the peculiar 
slow articulation, although without paralysis, led Mr. Walford 
to think he might be suffering from softening of the Lrain, and 
he requested my assistance at the post mortem examination, 
which was made twelve hours after death. 

The body was much emaciated, but not yet cold; the anterior 
half of the left foot was much discoloured, and, had the patient 
lived, would probably have sloughed; from the great toe a 
livid mark extended along the internal saphenous vein to 2 
little above the knee; the whole limb was much swollen, and 
infiltrated with serum. Bubbles of air were observed to exude 
on a section of the liver. It seemed so improbable that we 
should have met with a fourth, case of air in the veins, within 
as many years, that we hesitated to believe the fact, and fancied 
that compression of the divided liver might have caused air to 
enter the open mouths of its vessels, more especially as the 
right side of the heart contained fluid blood without air; but 
ou a more careful examination of the heart, we found air in 
the coronary vessels. There was a firm fibrinous clot in the 
right ventricle, extending into the pulmonary artery. The left 
ventricle was empty, greatly hypertrophied, with much ossific 
deposit in the aortic valves. We found air in the left internal 
saphenous vein immediately above the foot, and traced it 
through the femoral and external iliac veins, and the vena cava 
inferior. This last was much distended, and collapsed on 
puncture. The left internal iliac and the veins on the right 
side were not affected. The left lung was collapsed, and pre- 
sented a marked contrast to the right, which was much con- 
gested, readily breaking down under the finger, but not 
hepatised. The stomach, intestines, spleen, and kidneys were 
healthy. The arachnoid was slightly opaque, and the vessels 
a little distended, but in other respects the brain was healthy. 
On opening the torcular herophili one bubble of air escaped ; 
but as the lateral sinus had been previously opened, its pre- 
sence during life cannot be insisted on. 

Rewarxs. This case resembles one reported by Maisonneuve 
in 1853, and called by him gangréne foudroyante. It differs 
remarkably from those in which air enters suddenly. The 
duration of the illness, the cerebral condition, with paralysis of 
the bladder, indicate a poisoned state of the blood, whilst in 
illness ~ ony on the presence of air the intellect is usually 
unaffected. In experiments on animals it has been found that 
the injection of air causes inflammation of the lungs. 

In the cases now narrated, and those published in the 
JouRNAL for June 6th, examples will be found of most of the 
effects that can be produced by the injection of air into the 
veins of animals. 7 

Dr. Cless, of Stutgardt, has collected the particulars of 
thirteen cases, and alludes to eight others; and it is remark- 
able that, in six deaths from chloroform, air has been found in 
the heart. If these facts are correct, we are compelled to 
admit that air may enter the veins and cause death— 

1. During surgical operations, 


2. Through the uterine sinuses, especially during or after 
parturition. 

3. From local pathological conditions. 

4, As a result of the action of poisons. 


CASE OF POISONING BY STRYCHNIA: 
RECOVERY. 


By J. M. Bryan, M.D., Northampton. 
‘ [Read before the South Midland Branch, May 21st, 1857.] 


Tue following case occurred in September 1855; and as in- 
stances of the kind are rare in practice, I have made a few 
notes, thinking they might prove interesting. The symptoms 
were well marked throughout, and perfect recovery took place ; 
the little patient being at the present time perfectly well. 

Frank Esson, aged 2, son of Richard and Lucy Esson, St. 
James's End, Northampton, had been poorly some few days 
previously to September 20th, 1855, with bowel complaint ; 
viz., sickness and diarrhea. In the morning of that day, at 
half-past eight o'clock, the mother gave him a powder by mis- 
take for another of much the same colour. It was of a light 
bluish grey colour, and contained in a blue paper. After giving 
it, she went into a neighbour's house, and was fetched back by 
her daughter in a few minutes, who said, “ Frank could not 
stand”. On seeing him, she thought he had hurt himself, and 
sat him up in a chair, rubbed his leg, and went into the yard 
for some water. When she returned, he was quite stiff all 
over; the stiffness seemed at first to seize his night leg, and 
then proceeded to the body, arms, face, and jaws; his tongue 
came out, and was bitten and bloody. She brought him quickly 
to my house, he being stiff and stretched out all the way, and 
apparently in strong fits. He was so stiff, that it was not 
possible to bend him. 

As I was from home at the time, Mr. Wm. Daniell, of New- 
port Pagnell (acting as my assistant), and also some medical 
friends, attended him. He arrived at 10 a.m., and was imme- 
diately placed in a hot bath in my kitchen, the heat being con- 
stantly renewed and kept up until towards 3 p.m. He had a 
dose of sulphate of zine given him immediately on his arrival ; 
and, this not producing vomiting, repeated quantities of mus- 
tard and water were given, but no sickness took place. Several 
doses of castor oil were then given, and two enemata of gruel 
with castor oil were administered, whereby some motions were 
induced. There was great difficulty in giving the castor oil, 
etc., on account of the great and continued trismus, which was 
unabated, as was also the tetanus, with arched condition of the 
body. The case seemed hopeless; and sal volatile, also brandy 
and water, were administered at intervals, He seemed con- 
scious most of the time, and looked towards his mother when 
she addressed him. About 3 p.m., he was taken out of the 
bath, and wrapped in a hot steamed blanket, in which he lay 
before the fire till 4 p.m., the spasms seeming to become weaker 
whilst he was in the blanket. Sal volatile was given, and he 
had some motions, and passed urine. He was quite sensible 
whenever the paroxysms were off; and occasionally, on their 
coming on, he said, “ mother, it is coming”. He was then 
taken home, fand had given to him every four hours small 
doses of aromatic spirits of ammonia, with spirits of nitrous 
ether, liquor ammoniz acetatis, and camphor mixture. 

September 21st. He was somewhat better. The medicine 
was continued, with the addition of small doses of bicarbonate 

September 22nd. The medicine was continued; and with 
each dose was given a grain of hydrargyrum cum creta and 
three grains of sugar. 

September 25th. A mild tonic medicine was given; and the 
powders were continued. 

September 28th. An aperient was given. ‘ 

September 29th. I saw him, when he seemed languid, but 
going on well. 

His mouth was completely blistered throughout, and no food 
was taken till the tenth day, excepting arrow-root; and it was 
a fortnight before he could stand. After that time he required 
nursing, and seemed to have extreme general weakness. : 

The powder given was ascertained to be Battle’s vermin 
killer: the active principle of which is well known to be strych- 
nia. The powder was partially tested by Mr. Harris, chemist, 
of Northampton, who had no doubt of the presence of strych- 
nia, and found faint traces of it by his first test. 
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SATURDAY, JULY 18rn, 1857. 
THE DROPPED MEDICAL BILL. 


TuE Medical Bill of the present session sleeps with those innu- 
merable abortive attempts at legislation on the same subject 
which have gone before it. We anticipated some months since 
the failure of this measure, from circumstances over which its 
promoters could have no control ; but we did not anticipate the 
signal triumph it obtained at the second reading, when, in a 
full House, the Government, which opposed it, were beaten by 
a large majority. Still it must have been clear to all parties 
that, at the present late period of the session, to proceed with 
the measure would have been useless ; and we think Mr. Head- 
lam exercised a sound discretion in moving the discharge of 
the order for the Committee. In doing so, he took occasion to 
warn the Government against any attempt to reproduce such 
a Bill as Lord Elcho’s, which neither the House of Commons 
nor the profession would accept ; and to exhort them to bring 
in a Bill themselves next session, based on similar principles to 
his own. This we have good reason to believe they will do. 
The question of Medical Reform has stuck to them for so 
many sessions ; successive Home Secretaries have been brought 
face to face with so many deputations from different branches 
of the profession; and the attempt to give them the cold 
shoulder has proved so utterly unsuccessful, that we feel 
certain the Government will be glad to get rid of it by granting 
what we demand. Never have we been so near attaining the 
object of our wishes as within the last three weeks. In spite 
of the formidable opposition brought against Mr. Headlam’s 
Bill, it was approved of by a larger majority than ever was re- 
corded for a similar measure. This fact should encourage 
medical reformers for one final struggle next session ; we have 
the stone at the top of the hill, and it is our own fault if we let 
it roll back again. Of course it does not follow that the 
Association will stand pledged to the measure for which they 
have fought this year, provided a better one is brought forward 
next year. We were twitted by Lord Elcho for opposing this 
session the compromise we offered to accept from the hands of 
the Select Committee; but we only did so with the idea that 
nothing better could be obtained. We feel certain now that we 
can get something better; and, therefore, any measure which 
contains the highly objectionable Government Council clause, will 
meet with the opposition of the Association. We are not prepared 
to say that otherwise Lord Elcho’s Bill is very exceptionable ; 
but this degrading and enslaving Council we will not have. 

The Board of Health party must feel that it will be useless 
to support a Council of this kind in the teeth of the House of 
Commons and of the profession ; we trust, therefore, that they 
will see the necessity of following a less egotistical course than 
they have pursued hitherto—of fighting, in short, for the good 
of the whole profession, instead of pursuing a course which, if 
successful, we feel satisfied, would only keep them in hot water 
with the great mass of the profession, who would rather not 
have any medical government at all, than one in which they 
would be totally unrepresented. 
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OFFICIAL SNUBBING OF POOR-LAW MEDICAL 
OFFICERS. 


We have often had occasion to warn our readers against 
putting any faith in the promises of the Poor-law Board. We> 
have so repeatedly noticed their absolute contempt of Poor-law 
medical officers, and their nonchalant denial of justice in cases - 
where their interference would have been omnipotent, that we - 
think Mr. Griffin and all other medical Poor-law reformers may as - 
well memorialise Vishnu, or any other idol, as that remarkably 
self-complacent body. Although they admit that the “ parisli« 
doctor” is often shamefully used by Boards of Guardians; 
although they know that, in the present state of the law, they 
form the only court of appeal against their often misused au- 
thority ; they refuse to enter into a conflict with such guardians - 
or to interfere in any way in order to repair the injustice they 
admit. Of course we all know that it is much pleasanter; 
according to official life, to draw up routine reports, or to write 
bushels of official letters about nothing at all, than to grapple 
with a real difficulty, such as cannot be settled by some previous 
order or cut and dried table; but in these days of “ thorough”, 
when shams and compromises are one after another being 
brought to account, we venture to say that this model state of 
official mind must ere long be brought to book also. Mr. 
Bouverie, the mouthpiece of the Commissioners in Parliament, 
is not only fully up to the official standard of “red tape”, so 
rampant in his office, but he adds a spice of contempt for the 
parish doctor which is quite his own. We are underpaid as 
scientific men, he admits; but the Parliament, which throws 
away hundreds of thousands of pounds yearly on jobs of all 
kinds, will not listen for one moment to the just demands of such 
poor helpless creatures as the Poor-law medical officers. Such is 
the reasoning set forth by Mr. Bouverie for the denial of a bare act 
of justice. We believe the Chairman of the Poor-law Board was 
maligning the House of Commons, when he dared to say that 
they would not pay fairly the public services of a highly edu- 
cated body of men. We believe that this suggestion arose 
from his own official selfishness and love of keeping things as 
they are, regardless of consequences. The House of Commons 
has never been fairly informed that the union medical officers 
are vastly underpaid for the discharge of a very important public 
duty: if they had been, we venture to say that they would have 
given a far more generous answer to the “ parish doctor” than 
Mr. Bouverie ever conceived. 

Thus much we have spoken with respect to the general 
question of the remuneration of Poor-Law Medical Officers. 
It appears, however, that the Poor-Law Board deals in retail 
as well as wholesale injustice. No meanness can be too small 
for that redoubtable body now, as we shall show from the fol- 
lowing remarkable reply made by Mr. Bouverie to Mr. Moody 
in the House on Wednesday. 

“Mr. Bouverie said that under the Poor-Law Amendment 
Act the overseer was entitled, in cases of urgent necessity, to 
give an order for medical relief to such persons as he thought 
required it. A case of this kind, alluded to by the hon. gentle- 
man, had occurred in the Somersetshire union ; but afterwards 
the guardians, not believing it to be a case of urgent necessity, 
refused to allow such relief. The medical officer, in conse- 
quence, brought an action against the overseer in the County 
Court, and the judge decided that the overseer was not per- 
sonally liable. As far as he (Mr. Bouverie) had the means of 
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judging, that decision was right in point of law, nor had the 
Poor-Law Board (though they had offered some advice to the 
guardians in the particular case referred to) any intention of 
altering the general law in this respect. Certainly medical 
officers of unions seemed exposed to some hardships in such a 
case; but, at the same time, those gentlemen had the power of 
protecting themselves, because they could judge whether the 
case which they were called upon to attend was one of urgent 
necessity, and if it was not, they could decline to act upon the 
order of the overseer. Medical officers, however, should be 
very careful in exercising their discretion in such instances, 
because if, after all, the case turned out to be one of urgent 
necessity, they would be held responsible.” 

Now is it possible to imagine a greater amount of injustice 
packed into a smaller compass, than that a medical man is, on 
his peril, ordered to give extra medical relief on the plea that 
it is a case of urgent medical necessity, and, when he charges for 
it, the Guardians deny the urgent necessity, and refuse to pay 
his charge? The medical man thus finding that the overseer, 
in the opinion of the guardians, has given a wrong order, and 
taken up his time without warrant, proceeds against that ofticer 
in the County Court for the recovery of his fee; he does so as 
an act of self defence, inasmuch as a spiteful overseer may 
otherwise flood him with orders for so-called urgent cases. 
The action, however, goes against the medical man, on the plea 
that the overseer is not personally liable. Who is then liable? 
The only certainty in the matter is, that the man who does the 
work gets juggled out of his pay. Such is the state of the law, 
and the Board, on being asked if they will not suggest some 
alteration for such an iniquitous state of things, decline to 
move in the matter. 

Mr. Bouverie may well say, “ Certainly medical officers of 
unions seemed exposed to some hardships in such a case ;” 
‘but we were not prepared for the manner in which he wriggles 
out of as clear a charge of injustice as ever came before the 
public. The medical men, forsooth, have the remedy in their 
own hands; they can protect themselves, in Mr. Bouverie’s 
opinion, by declining to act upon the order of the overseer, if 
in their judgment the case is not urgent. But how is the me- 
dical man to know whether the case be really urgent or not, un- 


less he pay the patient a visit—it may be, of many miles in the 
country ? If it isnot a case of urgency, according to the present 


state of the law, he will have had the satisfaction of proving 
that the overseer has made an unnecessary and vexatious 
order, and that is all. 

If, however, judging from the account which he receives, 
he should not agree in the urgency of the case and refuse to 
go, and it should afterwards be proved that there was ur- 
gency, would the medical officer be held harmless and blameless? 


Oh no! “ he would be held responsible.” These are the very 


words of Mr. Bouverie. So that the overseer may make any num- 
ber of mistakes, accidental or intentional, and impose a vast 
amount of extra duty upon the medical officer with impunity, 
whilst the slightest error in judgment on the part of the latter 
must be accounted for. There are a few homely proverbs 
which executive bodies, such as the Poor-law Commissioners, 
should remember; and among these we would bring to their 
memory the very excellent one, “ That which is sauce for the 
goose should be sauce for the gander.” 


THE WEEK. 


On Monday last, a deputation of St. Andrew's Graduates, 
consisting of Drs. Tripe, Dobell, Paul, Newnham, Helsham 
(of Chichester), and B. W. Richardson, had an interview with 
Mr. Headlam in reference to the fifth clause-of his Bill. The 
deputation explained, that the Graduates of St. Andrew’s had 
a strong feeling that their University ought to have an inde- 
pendent representative on the council, should his Bill become 
law. The speakers described the high character of the exa- 
mination for M.D., the great numerical strength of the Gra- 
duates, and the unfairness of giving to certain bodies, such as 
the Apothecaries’ Company of Dublin, a separate representa- 
tive, and only a third of a representative to their University. 
Mr. Headlam, in reply, said, that his Bill was withdrawn for 
this session ; but that he would be happy to see the deputation 
again at the end of the year, and would give his best considera- 
tion to any plan they should propose. If the St. Andrew's 
Graduates will, one and all, strive to support their Alma mater, 
they are sufficiently numerous to place their University on an 
equality with all others in any Medical Bill that may be 
brought before the Legislature. 


At the York assizes, on Monday last, a trial for the criminal 
production of abortion took place, which strongly exhibited in 
its details features of superstition on the one part and of vil- 
lainy on the other. The prisoner, a man named Isaac Rush- 
forth, was indicted for administering seeds of paradise to one 
Kitty Littlewood, with intent to procure abortion. It appeared 
from the evidence, that the prosecutrix, a young woman aged 
26, having been some time in impaired health, was advised to 
consult the prisoner, a person having, we suppose, the reputa- 
tion of being a “ wise man”. He “ruled her planet, and gave 
her some pills” and other medicine for some time; but at last 
he told her that she would never be well unless she had con- 
nexion with him. To this she was led to consent, and she 
became pregnant. The prisoner then committed the offence 
with which he was charged. The judge (Baron Channell) 
sentenced the prisoner to imprisonment for eighteen months, 
with hard labour. 


Association Intelligence. 


LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 


Letters or communications for the Journat should be ad- 
dressed to Dr. WyntER, Coleherne Court, South Kensington, 
S.W. 

Letters regarding the business department of the Journat, 
and corrected proofs, should be sent to 37, Great Queen Street, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C. 


NOTICE OF ADDITION TO LAW VIII, TO BE PRO- 
POSED AT THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING. 
I GIvE notice, in compliance with the request of the Com- 
mittee of Council, that I shall, at the next Annual Meeting, 
propose that the President of the British Medical Association 
be, ex officio, a member of the Committee of Council. 
Pamir H. Wittiams, M.D. Secretary. 
Worcester, July 1857. 
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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: 
ANNUAL MEETING. 
Tue Annual Meeting of the Brirtsh Mepicat AssoctaTIon 
will be holden at Nottingham, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, the 28th, 29th, and 30th of July instant. 
Parr H. General Secretary. 
Worcester, June 1857. 


MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND. 
Ar the annual meeting of the subscribers to the Medical Bene- 
volent Fund, on Tuesday, July 15th, the following officers were 
elected :—President: Sir James Clark, Bart., M.D. Vice Pre- 
sident : William Newnham, Esq. Treasurer : Joseph Toynbee, 
Esq., F.R.S. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANCH: 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

Tue third Annual Meeting of the Birmingham and Midland 
Counties Branch was held at the Hen and Chickens Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Thursday, July 2nd; Epwrn Bartieet, Esq., 
F.R.C.S., President, in the chair. There were also present: A. 
Alleock, Esq. (Smethwick); A. Baker, Esq. (Birmingham); 
R. A. Busby, Esq. (Leamington); Patrick Brown, M.D. (Lea- 
mington) ; S. A. Bindley, Esq. (Birmingham); S. B. Bucknill, 
M.D. (Rugby) ; J. M. Coleman, M.D. (Wolverhampton) ; P. A. 
Cotterell, M.D. (West Bromwich); J. Davies, Esq. (Dudley 
Port); W. Downes, Esq. (Handsworth); A. Fleming, M.D. 
(Birmingham); Bell Fletcher, M.D. (Birmingham); J. J. 
Hadley, Esq. (Birmingham); H. Hancox, M.D. (Wolver- 
hampton) ; S. J. Jeaffreson, F.R.C.P. (Leamington) ; J. John- 
stone, M.D. (Birmington) ; George Jones, Esq. (Birmingham); 
G. H. Marshall, M.D. (Birmingham); J. B. Melson, M.D. 
(Birmingham) ; Langston Parker, Esq. (Birmingham) ; Oliver 
Pemberton, Esq. (Birmingham); J. Russell, M.D. (Birming- 
ham); J. V. Solomon, Esq. (Birmingham); C. Somerville, 
L.R.C.P. (Bloxwich) ; T. Swain, Esq. (Birmingham) ; Spencer 
Thomson, M.D. (Burton-on-Trent) ; William Underhill, Esq. 
(Tipton ) ; Thomas Underhill, Esq. (Great Bridge) ; C. Warden, 
M.D. (Birmingham) ; Joseph Wickenden, Esq. (Birmingham) ; 
T. W. Williams, Esq. (Birmingham); G. Yates, Esq. (Bir- 
mingham). There were also present, as visitors: M. H. Clay- 
ton, Esq.; Dr. Drever; F. Jordan, Esq.; S. Parker, Esq.; W. 
Tarleton, Esq.; and J. F. West, Esq. 

Dr. JEAFFRESON, on retiring from the Presidency, thanked 
the members for the kindness received from them during the 
past year, and introduced his friend Mr. Bartleet, as one in 
whose hands the office would lose nothing of its importance 
and usefulness. 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

The PrestDentT delivered the following address :— 

GENTLEMEN,—I wish to take the first opportunity of offering 
my warmest thanks to the friends who proposed me, and the 
members of our Branch Association, who elected me to this 
honourable post. I am deeply sensible of their kindness, and 
highly flattered by the distinction they have conferred upon 
me. To those of my professional brethren who know me, I 
need not say how much my habits of retirement and my total 
inexperience in public matters unfit me for this appointment ; 
and to those who do not, the fact will, I fear, but too soon 
make itself apparent. Your Honorary Secretaries, however, 
and the other officers of the Branch, are men of experience 
and proved ability: upon them the weightier and more impor- 
tant duties will devolve, and on their kind advice and assist- 
ance I know I may securely depend. I will take heart, there- 
fore, and enter upon my duties with the determination to de- 
vote myself faithfully to their performance, as well as T am 
able; and shall trust to that kindly feeling which led you to 
commit these duties to my hands, for the excuse of my incom- 
petence and inefficiency. The more important business to be 
transacted at this annual meeting would not justify my detain- 
ing you long with any speculations on matters of science con- 
nected with our profession ; and, indeed, my, opportunities of 
elucidating any new theory, or offering any new facts which 
could interest this meeting, are so limited, since I hold no 
public appointment, and have had but little opportunity of 
entering upon such investigations, that 1 must not even attempt 
it. Some few subjects, however, whjch have presented them- 
selves prominently to me, I will, with your permission, briefly 
allude to. 

Dr. Marshall Hall's exposition of the rationale and treat- 
ment of suspended animation, or, as he more correctly puts it, 
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suspended respiration, constitutes one of the most important 
contributions to our art during the past year, and is altogether 
worthy of that original thinker and astute physiologist. The 
rules be has laid down for the instantaneous treatment of such 
cases, even in the absence of a medical man, will become 
stereotyped for universal adoption; and will, doubtless, prove 
the pappy means of rescuing many who would otherwise 
perish. 

Dr. W. Addison's contribution on Cell-Therapeutics will do 
much to clear the way for a better knowledge of the physio- 
logy and pathology of the tissues. The work of Dr. Thomas 
Addison on bronzed skin, as connected with disease of the 
suprarenal capsules, and attendant on a peculiar form of ca- 
chexia, has excited great interest and attention to those patho- 
logical conditions. The prompt and able paper of our late 
President, Dr. Jeaffreson, on that subject, and the subsequent 
experiments of M. Brown-Séquard and others, show of how 
much importance those organs are to animal life; for none of 
the animals experimented upon survived the removal of even 
one of the suprarenal’ capsules for many hours, Convulsions 
resembling those from strychnia, and death, followed their ex- 
tirpation more rapidly than that of the kidneys. 

Rokitansky has been labouring in the field of the great 
Laennec; and the continuation of his investigations as to the path- 
ology of tubercle will, it is presumed, throw much light on that 
very important subject. The experiments of M. Claude Bernard, 
on the formation of sugar in the liver, and their bearings on the 
pathology of diabetes (which have since been strongly corro- 
borated by Dr. Pavy), promise to clear up much that is still 
obscure in that intractable malady; and no doubt they will 
soon receive further elucidation from Dr. Bryden of Edinburgh, 
and others, who are now engaged in similar inquiries. M. 
Bernard's experiments also, on the sources of animal heat, and 
the important influence which the liver exerts, by increasing 
the temperature of the blood in its passage through the 
digestive organs, cannot fail to become valuable contributions 
to physiology. Schiffe of Frankfort’s experiments on the divi- 
sion of the sympathetic nerve in the neck, and of the fifth pair 
of nerves, show that there is increase of heat, from an in- 
creased quantity of blood admitted into the vessels, on para- 
lysis of the vaso-motor nerves. Kiernan’s lucid exposition of 
the minute anatomy of the liver has been perfected by the 
recent discovery of the ultimate terminations of the biliary 
ducts within the lobules, by Dr. Beale. 

In materia medica there does not seem to have been much 
advance in the past year. Ergot of wheat is said by Dr. Jobert 
to be as prompt, direct, and as powerful in its action on the 
uterus, as the ergot of rye, and its hemostatic action is as 
great. Kamila, which is obtained by brushing the powder off 
the capsules of the rottlera tinctoria—a plant found in the 
hilly parts of India—has been given by Dr. Anderson, of the 
Indian army, for tapeworm, in doses of two to four drachms, 
with great success. The worm, it appears, is usually expelled 
with the third or fourth stool, entire and dead. Santonin, as 
an anthelmintic, has been given by Mr. Perry of Droxford, in 
doses of about three grains, followed by a dose of calomel in 
about two hours, with great success, for the cure of ascarides 
and lumbricoides. Dr. Goolden, of St. Thomas's, has recom- 
mended the extract of belladonna to be applied to the nipple, 
as a means of arresting the secretion of milk, and preventing 
milk-abscess. The experience of some of my medical friends 
appears to confirm Dr. Goolden’s as to its value. Bael, an In- 
dian plant, has been introduced as a valuable remedy in 
dysentery. Pepsine has been strongly recommended by Dr. 
Corvisart of Paris, in cases of infantile diarrhea; and Dr. 
Nelson, of this town, has published a paper in our JourNaL, in 
which he gives cases exhibiting its value in some forms of dys- 

epsia. 

. Seenctaie, as a poison, has, during the past year, been the 
subject of much investigation, as to its properties, its medico- 
legal chemistry, its physiological action, and the best means of 
its detection in the fluids or tissues of the body. Dr. Pavy, of 
Guy's Hospital, has shown, by experiments on the lower ani- 
mals, that strychnia is absorbed into the circulation, and pro- 
duces its effects on the muscular system through the medium 
of the spinal nerves, leaving the function of the brain, and pro- 
bably of the sympathetic system, unimpaired. The intellect 
also remains clear. The muscles of respiration supplied by 
the spinal nerves are fixed with spasm; whilst the muscular 
fibres of the heart, not being under the influence of the spinal 
nerves, remain unaffected ; and the action of the heart is unin- 
fluenced. The Woorali poison, which is produced from the 
Strychnos Toxifera, a plant belonging to the same botan 
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order, has no effect on the heart, but is diametrically opposed 
in its action on the voluntary muscles, producing paralysis in- 
stead of spasm, from the destruction of nervous energy. This 
has led to the belief that it may be found to be the antidote of 
that deadly poison; but, if it ever prove to be so, it must be 
when both have been taken into the circulation in very small 
quantities. Dr. Rochester has published, in the American 
Journal of Medical Science, two cases of poisoning by strych- 
nine, in one of which four grains were taken; and he states 
that both were cured by frequently repeated but small doses of 
camphor, without any cerebral or gastric derangement. Dr. 
Davy has suggested, in the Journal of the Royal Medical So- 
ciety, a ready method of detecting arsenic, in all its forms and 
combinations. It consists, essentially, in depositing arsenic, in 
a metallic state, upon a surface of platinum; as upon a small 
sheet of that metal, by touching the spot with a rod of zine, and 
maintaining the contact for a few seconds, when the metallic 
arsenic falls in a film, more or less thick, on the surface of the 

latinum, from which it may be removed by acids, and sub- 
jected to further tests. 

Psychology has received its-share of attention. Particular 
interest has attached to the subject of moral, as distinguished 
from intellectual insanity. Dr. Bucknill’s prize essay on Un- 
soundness of Mind in reference to Criminal Acts; Dr. Williams, 
on the Criminal Responsibility of the Insane; and a very in- 
teresting and valuable paper by Mr. Kitching of York, in the 
British Mepicat JourNaL,—open questions of great interest 
to the profession, and to medical jurists in particular. Dr. 
Sutherland’s inquiries into the pathology of the urine, in cases 
of mania and dementia, promise to throw some light on the 
etiology of mental diseases. His conclusions, as to the excess 
of phosphates in the blood and urine in cases of acute mania, 
whilst there is found, by quantitative analysis, to be an excess 
of phosphorus in the brain—the reverse conditions being found 
to exist in cases of dementia~may lead us to expect some im- 
proved plan of treating these unpromising conditions at no 
very distant period. 

The chief improvements in surgery seem to consist in its 
general conservative tendency. Limbs, which still require the 
knife for the removal of disease, otherwise incurable, are now 
very frequently preserved by excision of the diseased carti- 
lages, or the ends of the bones, especially in the knees and 
elbows; or the removal of part of the foot only is not uncom- 
monly found to be sufficient, leaving the patient a useful limb, 
where removal of the leg has formerly been deemed necessary. 
Excision of the disorganised globe of the eye, for the relief of 
sympathetic internal ophthalmia, has been practised with 
marked success; and a new mode of operating for cataract by 
depression, recently practised at the Birmingham Eye In- 
firmary by one of our members, diminishes very much the 
liability to injury of the iris and ciliary body. Aneurisms, for 
which the exposure and tying of arteries was the only cure, are 
now frequently cured by compression. 

The production of local anesthesia by the application of 
frigorific mixtures has been much reso’ to, to save the pain 
of operations, as well as to control hemorrhage ; and is pre- 
ferred by some to the use of chloroform in many cases, particu- 
larly in operations of the mouth. 

Dr. Arnott’s statistics on the mortality of operations under 
chloroform, at the different hospitals, would seem to discourage 
its indiscriminate adoption. 

The knife, also, hes been less frequently resorted to, for the re- 
moval of malignant tumours; and their destruction or enuclea- 
tion, by the use of escharotics, has been effected with consider- 
able success, An admirable paper by Mr. Langston Parker, 
the former President of our Branch, called the attention of 
surgeons very much to this mode of treatment. The chlorides 
of zinc, antimony, gold, etc., have been variously tried. It is 
stated in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, 
that Dr. Landolfi has so treated many cases of cancer in 
different parts, with entire success. In his hands, the chloride 
of bromine has been preferred, which he uses, either alone or 
mixed into a thick paste, in the proportion of three parts to 
two of chloride of zinc, and one each of the chlorides of anti- 
mony and gold. The chloride of bromine, he thinks, has re- 
moved the malignant character of such tumours, and rendered 
them curable. A similar mode of treatment has been lately 
practised, especially at the Middlesex Hospital, by Dr. Fell of 
America. There were some peculiarities in his mode of appli- 
cation. He mixed with the chloride of zinc, etc., the juice of 
the Sanguinaria Canadensis—a plant, he says, long known to 
the tribes of North American Indians near Lake Superior, 
where it grows wild in great abundance, to possess styptic and 


escharotic virtues in a great degree. Dr. Fell, who has just 
published his views and treatment, considers that he has been 
eminently successful; but how far this will be borne out by re- 
sults, time only can decide. Unless the Sanguinaria Cana- 
densis has some specific efficacy, there does not appear to 
be much novelty in his practice, though there is some in the 
mode of its application. A new instrument, also, the écraseur, 
has been substituted recently for the knife in the removal of 
tumours; and, where there has been a dread of hemorrhage, 
it has been found useful. 

The long agitated question of medical reform is unfortunately 
still in abeyance; and it is feared that the Bill of Mr. Headlam 
will not pass, without great alteration, this session. The 
general agreement, however, which has at length been arrived 
at by the profession generally, the different colleges, and 
licensing bodies, forbids the belief that it can be very long de- 
ferred: and, if the concord which now exists shall happily be 
preserved, it must ultimately pass, and will gain in efliciency, 
rather than lose, by the delay. . 

Mr. Griffin's movement on the subject of Poor-law medical 
reform, though at present not so successful as could be wished, 
has already educed an order from the Board (which has just 
now come into operation), to the effect that every medical 
officer of unions shall be at liberty to hold his appointment for 
life, instead of being annually elected, unless he is legally or 
morally disqualified. This will, at least, render hi- position 
more independent, and free him from the chance of removal 
from feelings of personal pique or prejudice. In addition to 
the pressing necessity that the remuneration should be ren- 
dered more commensurate with his labours and responsibility, 
it would seem to be of mutual advantage to the medical 
officer and his patients if the drugs and a dispenser were 
always provided by the parishes or unions, at their own ex- 
pense. 

I will bring my already too lengthy address to a close in the 
words of Mr. Terry, the respected President of the South Mid- 
land Branch of our Association:—‘ Much good, I have no 
doubt, may be done, and in due time, I hope, much will be 
done, by judicious legislative enactment; but by far the greatest 
good must be obtained by ourselves; and, lacking that, no 
laws ean ever make us strong. We call ourselves professional 
brethren: would that, in our daily course of life, we realised 
the thought, and ever took delight in aiding the difficulty and 
supporting the fortitude of him who is oppressed: then, I be- 
lieve, neither the stern command of the Poor-law Commis- 
sioner, nor the barefaced falsehood of the quack, need disturb 
us. If the former could not obtain our services by payment 
such as beggars have, they would be obliged to pay us as gen- 
tlemen; for, with all their hardihood and all their power, they 
dare not rid themselves of medical advice. And of the quack I 
say, let us maintain our course in friendship, let us hold fast 
our bond of union as other professions do; then let him do his 
worst, and I believe he will seldom hurt us much. It is our 
weakness which gives him strength. I believe that empiricism: 
is coeval with time, and it will probably last to eternity. Where 
there is cunning, cupidity, and a disregard of truth, on the one 
side, and sickness, weakness, and credulity, on the other, it is 
but natural that such should be the case. If I, with truthful 
diffidence, express my fear, and another, with unhesitating 
confidence, proclaims his power (my patient's judgment being 
frail), am I surprised that he prefers his foe?” Be itso. For 
a time it must be. Let us ourselves keep steadily the paths of 
honesty and honour; faithfully perform our own duties, and: 
ever observe the golden rule, to do unto others as we would: 
that they should do unto us; then we may be content to abide 
the issue. Truth will ultimately prevail. Duties are ours; 
events are God's, 

REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

Mr. PEMBERTON, one of the Honorary Secretaries, then read 
the annexed report. 

“In meeting the members of the Birmingham and Midland 
Counties Branch of the British Medical Association at its 
third annual gathering, your Council cannot but congratulate 
them on the continued prosperity which has mgrked the scien- 
tific, the social, and the general aspects of the society. 

“The discussions at the bi-monthly meetings have beer 
well maintained during the past year, and a variety of subjects 
connected with medical and surgical science have been selected 
for illustration by the members, as evidenced by the following 
list :— 

“1, A Case of Hydrophobia. By Oliver Pemberton, Esq. 

*©2,. On a Case of Disease of the Suprarenal Capsules, illus- 

trating a Form of Anemia, By Bell Fletcher, M.D. 
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“3. On the Methodus Medendi of the Ancients, By A. B. 
Rye, Esq. 
“4. On Disease of the Suprarenal Capsules. By, S, J. 
Jeaffreson, F.R.C.P. 
“5. A Case of Blighted Fetus. By J. Simons, Esq. 
“6, On Amputation at the Ankle-Joint. By A. Baker, Esq. 
“7, = the Treatment of Prolapsus Uteri. By J. Bassett, 
sq. 
“8, A Case of Wound of the Kidney: Recovery. By J. 
Johnston, M.B. 
“9. A Case of Lupus: with Photographic Illustrations. By 
J. R. Nicholson, M.D. 
“10. On the Nature and Origin of Renal Disease. By J. 
Russell, M.D. 
“11. Cases in which a Disorganised Eyeball was excised for 


Relief of Amaurosis of the Companion Eye. By J. V. 
Solomon, Esq. 

“ Your Council have watched with deep interest the progress 
of medical reform, as indicated by the discussions which have 
arisen on Mr. Headlam’s and Lord Elcho’s Bills, now before 
Parliament. The former measure promises a satisfactory solu- 
tion to some of the difficulties which have beset medical legis- 
lation for so many years; and its provisions have the cordial 
support of the British Medical Association, and generally of the 
great body of the profession. Your Council cannot but express 
its confident hope that Mr. Headlam’s Bill will pass this 
session, considering the large majority of 147, by which its 
second reading was only yesterday secured, as a powerful indi- 
cation of the value set by the real friends of the profession on 
the measure. 

“The attention of Parliament has also been directed to the 
evils arising from the indiscriminate sale of poisonous drugs. 
A measure of restriction will, it is hoped, ere long tend to 
check, in some degree, the frightful crimes which have arisen 
from the want of legislation on the subject. 

“ Mr. Griffin, the indefatigable Chairman of the Association 
of Poor-law Medical Officers for obtaining an amendment of 
the present unjust system of administration in regard to me- 
dical services and remuneration, still labours earnestly, and 
claims the best wishes for success at the hands of all who are 
engaged in the practice of the profession. 

“ The notice given by Mr. Scholefield, one of the members 
for this borough, in reference to bringing in a Bill to prevent 
the Adulteration of Food and Drugs, has afforded your Council 
the utmost satisfaction. 

“Since the last annual meeting, when the numbers of this 
Branch were 149, thirteen fresh members have been elected. 
The losses by death during the year have been five; by re- 
signation, four; by change of residence, two. This day the 
names of thirteen gentlemen will be submitted for election, 
making the total numbers of the Branch 164, showing a gain in 
numerical strength over last year of fifteen members. 

“Your Council have to deplore the loss by death of some 
valued members—Mr. Ryland, Mr. T. Thursfield, Mr. Rumsey, 
Dr. Yelloley, and Mr. Simons. The first of these was well 
known in this town and neighbourhood by his professional 
talents, and by the charms of his social friendships. Dis- 
tinguished as a writer of great ability, and as a man of the 
most unselfish character, his death, at a comparatively early 
age, has left a void that cannot readily be filled. At Kidder- 
minster, Mr. Thursfield had earned a most extended reputa- 
tion; and his sudden removal was the source of genuine 
sorrow to his patients and friends. Mr. Simons’ name adds 
another to the long list of those whose lives have been sacri- 
ficed in the performance of the duties belonging to our profes- 
sion, he having sunk under typhus fever, at the early age of 45. 
During his life, Mr. Simons had obtained the respect of his 
professional brethren for the general straightforwardness and 
zeal which characterised his cageer. 

“In conclusion, your Council would venture to anticipate 
that the coming meeting of the Parent Association at Notting- 
ham will be productive of the same good feeling and fellowship 
which so happily marked the meeting in Birmingham of last 
year.” 

It was proposed by Dr. MEtsoy, seconded by Dr. Fremine, 
and resolved— 

“That the report now read be received, adopted, and entered 
on the minutes.” 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 

Mr. T. W. Wittiams, the Treasurer, submitted his report, 
which was also received, and directed to be entered on the 
minutes; a hope being expressed that the members would 
liquidate their arrears. 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT. 

It was proposed by Mr. Lancston Parker, seconded by Dr, 
RvssEtt, and carried unanimously— 

“ That E. H. Coleman, Esq., Senior Surgeon of the South 
Staffordshire General Hospital, Wolverhampton, be President- 
Elect for the ensuing year.” 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following gentlemen, members of the Parent Associa- 
tion, were balloted for as members of the Branch, and elected 
unanimously :—J. Bailey, Esq. (Wednesbury) ; P. Brown, M.D, 
(Leamington); P. A. Cotterell, M.D. (West Bromwich); A. 
Fleming, M.D. (Birmingham); H. Hancox, M.D. (Wolver- 
hampton); T. M. Harding, Esq. (Stourbridge); T. Holyoake, 
Esq. (Kinver) ; David Johnson, Esq. (Birmingham) ; Dennis 
Moore, Esq. (Birmingham); Major B. Morgan, Esq. (Lich- 
field); S. Partridge, Esq. (Darlaston); T. W. Ransom, Esq- 
(Darlaston) ; H. Walker, M.D. (Brierly Hill). 

COUNCIL OF THE BRANCH. 

Mr. T. proposed, Dr. Russett seconded, and it 
was carried unanimously— 

“ That the following gentlemen be the Council of the Brancl 
for the ensuing year :—A. Baker, Esq. ; J. J. Hadley, Esq.; J. 
Johnstone, M.D.; G. Jones, Esq.; G. Marshall, M.D.; J. By 
Melson, M.D.; J. Wickenden, Esq.; G. Yates, Esq. (of Bir- 
mingham); J. Davies, Esq. (Dudley Port); A. Duke, M.D. 
(Rugby); J. H. Houghton, Esq. (Dudley) ; S. J. Jeaffreson, 
F.R.C.P. (Leamington); E. Moore, Esq. (Halesowen); D. G. 
Niven, Esq. (Pershore) ; A. B. Rye, Esq. (Banbury). 

ELECTION OF SECRETARIES AND TREASURER. 

Dr. MEtson proposed, Dr. JEAFFREson seconded, and it was. 
carried unanimously— 

“That Mr. T. W. Williams be re-elected Treasurer of the 
Branch.” 

Dr. JonNsTONE proposed, and Mr. G. Yates seconded— 

“That Mr. J. Vose Solomon and Mr. Oliver Pemberton be 
re-elected Honorary Secretaries of the Branch.” 

REPRESENTATIVES IN THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 

Mr. Baxer proposed, Mr. Downes seconded, and it was 
carried unanimously— 

“ That the following members be elected representatives of 
the Branch in the General Council :—S. J. Jeaffreson, F.R.C.P. 
(Leamington); J. Johnstone, M.D. (Birmingham); O. Pem- 
berton, Esq. (Birmingham); S. Thomson, M.D. ( Burton-on- 
Trent); T. Underhill, Esq. (Great Bridge); J. Wickenden, 
Esq. (Birmingham); T. W. Williams, Esq. (Birmingham) ; 
with J. V. Solomon, Esq., one of the secretaries, as an ex officio 
member.” 

POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 

A petition to Parliament was adopted, praying for the re- 

dress of the grievances of the Poor-Law surgeons. 
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE EX-PRESIDENT. 

Mr. BartTLeEeT proposed, Mr. WickENDEN seconded, and it 
was carried unanimously— 

“That the best thanks of this meeting be given to Dr. 
Jeaffreson for his able and considerate conduct as President 
during the past year.” 

Dr. JEAFFRESON, in reply, took the op ity of delivering 
a retrospective address, in which he embodied a sketch of the 
history of the British Medical Association, a forcible statement 
of its objects and advantages, and some suggestions for making 
it and the Branches more useful than they had hitherto been. 

On the suggestion of Dr. MELson, it was resolved to forward 
the address for publication in the Journat, and also to have 
five hundred copies printed separately for distribution, as it 
was thought no better plan could be adopted for increasing the 
number of members. 

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Dr. Jonnstone proposed, Mr. Hapiey seconded, and it was 
carried by acclamation— 

“That the best thanks of this meeting be given to the Pre- 
sident, Mr. Bartleet, for his conduct in the Chair.” 


A large party of the members afterwards dined together, 
under the chairmanship of Edwin Bartleet, Esq., supported by 
Dr. Jeaffreson as vice-chairman. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS PAID. 
The following gentlemen have paid their subscriptions to 
the Branch during May, June, and July :—S. Berry, Esq. (Bir- 
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mingham); C. Bracey, Esq. (Birmingham); P. Brown, M.D. 
(Leamington); P. Chavasse, Esq. (Birmingham) ; S. Chavasse, 
Esq. (Birmingham) ; J. Clarkson, Esq. ( Birmingham) ; J. Clay, 
Esq. (Birmingham); E. H. Coleman, Esq. (Wolverhampton ) ; 
J. M. Coleman, M.D. (Wolverhampton); P. A. Cotterell, M.D. 
(West Bromwich) ; H. Davis, Esq. (Birmingham) ; E. F. De- 
hane, Esq. (Wolverhampton): A. Fleming, M.D. (Birming- 
ham) ; Bell Fletcher, M.D. (Birmingham) ; J. W. Fletcher, Esq. 
(H.E.LC.S.); J.S. Gaunt, Esq. (Alvechurch); H. Hancox, 
M.D. (Wolverhampton) ; 8S. J. Jeaffreson, F.R.C.P. (Leaming- 
ton); D. Johnson, Esq. (Birmingham): J. W. Keyworth, M.D. 
(Birmingham); G. Marshall, M.D. (Birmingham); M. Mor- 
gan, Esq. (Lichfield); S. Partridge, Esq. (Darlaston); T. H. 
Ransom, Esq. (Darlaston); J. Russell, M.D. (Birmingham) ; 
G. Swinson, Esq. (Birmingham) ; T. Underhill, Esq. (Tipton) ; 
W. Underhill, Esq. (Great Bridge); C. E. Welchman, Esq. 
(Lichfield) ; and C. Yarwéod, Esq. (Birmingham). 


NORTH WALES BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE annual meeting of the North Wales Branch was held at 
the Royal Hotel, Rhyl, on Tuesday, July 7th, under the Pre- 
sidency of Epwarp Wiiiiams, M.D., of Wrexham. There 
were also present :—T. Davies, Esq. (Llanfairtalhairn); J. Ed- 
wards, M.D. (Benarth), retiring President; T. T. Griffith, Esq. 
(Wrexham); E. T. Hughes, M.D. (Mold); J. R. Hughes, 
M.D. (Denbigh) ; R. Jones, Esq. (Carnarvon) ; G. T. Jones, 
Esq. (Denbigh) ; D. Kent Jones, Esq. (Beaumaris) ; L. Lodge, 
Esq. (St. Asaph); T. Morris, Esq. (Marford); O. Roberts, 
M.D. (St. Asaph); J. Salusbury, Esq. (Conway); F. Theed, 
Esq. (Rhyl) ; W. Williams, M.D. (Mold; there were also pre- 
sent W. V. Brown, M.D. (St. Asaph); Edwin Jones, M.D. 
(Rhyl); E. P. Williams, M.D. (Denbigh). Letters and com- 
munications were received from the following members, regret- 
ting their inability to attend the meeting; viz., Mr. Hamilton 
A. Roberts (Brynmeurig) ; Dr. Turnour (Denbigh) ; Dr. Lloyd 
Williams (Denbigh); Dr. Lloyd (Llangefni); Dr. Pierce 
(Denbigh); Mr. H. Williams (Llansaintffraid ). 

Dr. Epwarps, having addressed the meeting, vacated the 
chair for the President for the ensuing year, who delivered the 
following 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

I rise, gentlemen, on the present occasion, under a degree of 
embarrassment which I have seldom, if ever, before experi- 
enced; and, did I not feel assured that these gentlemen I see 
around me would kindly extend their indulgence to one who 
so much feels his need of it, I should indeed be greatly over- 
come. I wish it were within my power to convey to you my 
feelings, or that I had words to express how highly I value the 
honour you have conferred upon me. Believe me, I am deeply 
sensible of the position which, through your unmerited kind- 
ness, I this day occupy; and I shall ever dwell with unfeigned 
gratitude upon the many acts of consideration and friendship 
received at your hands. © 

Assembled as we are this day, for the first time, under our 
new name of “The British Mepicat AssocraTIoN,” it is 
matter for congratulation, gentlemen, that those dark clouds 
which hung so portentously over our association when last we 
met, have passed away; and that we have so happily emerged 
from that most critical period in our history. Many were the 
fears that our division might have issued in the breaking up of 
that noble fabric which it had taken more than twenty years 
to build up; and greatly must we rejoice that the adoption of 
a code of laws at our last annual meeting in Birmingham has 
settled those much vexed questions in dispute; and now that 
those causes which led to annual congention no longer exist, 
we may hope to see all strife and dissention banished, and 
rallying around our esteemed founder, we may have the satis- 
faction of seeing the British Medical Association flourishing 
upon a broader, a firmer, and a more lasting foundation than 
it had ever before attained to. And much as the present 
position of the Parent Association demands our admiration, 
we, I am snre, one and all, must equally feel, in the flourishing 
state of the North Wales Branch, no less a subject for self-con- 
gratulation ; for whether we look to the number of our mem- 
bers, their social position, or high professional reputations; to 
the eminently practical cases, and scientific discussions at 
our former meetings, or to that harmony and good feeling 
amongst the members of our profession which this Branch has 
so much encouraged in the principality, all point to a state of 
things most promising for its future usefulness and prosperity. 

The changes in the laws of the Parent Association involved 


changes in those of our Branch; and at our last annual meet- 
ing a committee was formed for reconstructing our rules ; that 
committee have given their best attention to the subject, and 
are prepared to submit a new code of laws for your approval. 
I would also venture to allude to a change proposed in our 
financial year, which is, that in future, it shall extend from the 
1st of Jantiary to the 3lst of December, instead of, as at pre- 
sent, from one annual meeting to another. This alteration 
would the better enable us to keep each year’s account separate, 
and to see, at a glance, our financial position; and in order to 
facilitate so desirable an object, we should each remember that 
the subscription is due annually, in advance; and I would take 
the liberty to observe that, in order to enable our treasurer to 
meet the current expenses, it behoves us to observe the 
greatest punctuality in our payments. 

The question of Medical Reform is a subject which the 
legislature seems now more willing to entertain; and I am 
sure we must all feel deeply indebted to Mr. Headlam for the 
great interest he has taken in the matter, as well as for the 
talent and energy he has displayed. The Reform Committee 
of our Association have also the greatest claims upon our 
gratitude. And after so many years of suspense and disap- 
pointment we are at length cheered with the intelligence of the 
Bill having passed the second reading on Wednesday last, by a 
majority of 147. What changes may yet be introduced, remains 
to be seen. We, however, will hope for the best; and we will 
not be less hopeful that due justice may be done to that ill-used 
class of our profession—the Poor Law Medical Officers. 

The improvement in the JournaL, under the able editorship 
of Dr. Wynter, claims an expression of our thanks to that 
gentleman; and we may safely affirm, that the manner in 
which he has conducted the literary department of the 
JouRNAL since his appointment, fully bears out the high testi- 
monials which he submitted to the Committee of Council on 
the day of his election. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

“In presenting the eighth annual report of the North Wales 
Branch, vour Council congratulate its members upon the new 
name and constitution of the Parent Association, which has 
been accomplished since the last annual meeting at Abergele, 
and hope that this change, effected with such unanimity and 
good feeling, will bring with it much future prosperity to the 
profession generally. 

“Your Council have to state that the Committee (consisting 
of Mr. T. T. Griffith, of Wrexham, Dr. E. T. Hughes, of Mold, 
and Dr. E. Williams, of Wrexham), who were requested, at 
the last annual meeting, to revise the rules of this Branch, 
with the view of making them conformable to the new code of 
laws of the Parent Association, have effected their laborious 
task in a commendable manner, and offer them for the con- 
sideration and adoption of this meeting. The Council feel 
greatly indebted to those gentlemen, and tender them their 
hearty thanks. 

“Your Council, alive to the important subject of Medical 
Reform, recently suggested, through the medium of the 
JouRNAL, that separate petitions be presented without delay by 
the members of this Branch to the House of Commons in 
favour of Mr. Headlam’s Bill, which, they rejoice to say, has 
passed its second reading by a very large majority; and they 
sincerely hope it will be carried as successfully through its 
remaining stages, and become law during this session. 

« Another subject of not only professional but public interest, 
is the one which is now under deliberation in the House of 
Lords to check the indiscriminate sale of poisons; and it is to 
be hoped that a good Bill will soon be passed towards the 
attainment of that desirable object. 

“Mr. Griffin, Chairman of the Poor-Law Medical Reform 
Association, has forwarded a form of petition to Parliament, 
and requested that it may be adopted and signed by the 
members of this Branch now assembled for immediate pre- 
sentation: he has also stated that Sir Charles Hastings has 
given it his sanction. Your Council approve of the steps taken 
by the Poor-Law Medical Officers, and trust their efforts will 
be speedily crowned with success. 

“Your Council recommend that henceforth the finances of 
this Branch be made up to the 3lst of December, and that the 
2s. Gd. annual subscriptions be considered as due on the Ist of 
January in every year. 

“The Treasurer reports that the balance in his hands 
amounts to £2:2:9,and that £11: 7:6 are due for present 
year’s subscriptions and arrears, which will probably be handed 
in before the conclusion of this meeting.” 


610 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


18, 1857.] 


ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE. 


[BritisH Meprcat Jourwat: 


Dr. moved— 

“That the Report of the Council be received, adopted, and 
entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Davies (Llanfairtalhairn) seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to unanimously. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE LATE TREASURER. 

Dr. Hucurs (Mold) moved, and Dr. Epwarps (Benarth) 
seconded— 

“That this meeting hereby record their regret at the resigna- 
tion by Dr. J. Lloyd, of Llangefgj, of the office of Treasurer of 
the North Wales Branch of the British Medical Association ; 
and express their sincere thanks for his long and valuable 
services.” 

This motion was carried unanimously. 

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT. 

Mr. R. Jones (Carnarvon) proposed— 

“That the best thanks of this meeting be given to Dr. Ed- 
wards, the late President, and the other members of the Coun- 
cil, for their valuable services during the past year.” 

Mr. G. T. Jones (Denbigh) seconded the motion, which 
was cordially agreed to by all present. 


NEW RULES OF THE BRANCH. 

Mr. TuEEp (Rhyl) moved— 

“ That the new rules now read be adopted for the guidance 
of the North Wales Branch, and entered in the minutes, and 
that every member be supplied with a printed copy ; also, that 
the warmest acknowledgments of this meeting be tendered to 
the Committee who framed them, and for the able manner in 
which they accomplished their onerous labours.” 

Mr. Lonce (St. Asaph) seconded the resolution, which was 
unanimously accorded. 


PLACE OF MEETING IN 1858: ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Mr. Grirriru (Wrexham) proposed— 

“That the next annual meeting be held in Carnarvon; and 
that Robert Jones, Esq., of Carnarvon, be nominated Presi- 
dent-elect.” 

Dr. Witt1ams (Wrexham) seconded this motion, and it was 
unanimously carried. 

It was moved by Mr. GrirritH (Wrexham), seconded by 
Dr. Hucues (Mold), and carried— 

“That D. Kent Jones, Esq., of Beaumaris, be elected Trea- 
surer and Secretary for the ensuing year.” 


COUNCIL OF THE BRANCH. 

Mr. G. T. Jones (Denbigh) proposed, and Dr. Wiri1ams 
(Mold) seconded— 

“That the following members constitute the Council of the 
Branch, in addition to the President, ex-President, President- 
elect, and Secretary :—Hamilton A. Roberts, Esq. (Brynmeu- 
rig) ; Hugh R. Hughes, Esq. (Bangor); J. Lloyd, M.D. ( Llan- 
gefni); Wm. Walthew, Esq, (Holyhead); and J. Salusbury, 
Esq. (Conway).” 

The motion was carried. 


REPRESENTATIVES IN THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 

Dr. Hucues (Mold) moved— 

“That Thos. T. Griffith, Esq., of Wrexham, and Fdward 
Williams, M.D., of Wrexham, be elected to represent this 
Branch in the General Council.” 

Mr. Jones (Carnarvon) seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously carried. 


POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 


A petition to Parliament, praying for redress of the griev- 
ances of the Poor-Law surgeons, was agreed upon, and signed 
by all present. 


SUGGESTION FOR LIMITING THE PLACES OF THE ANNUAL MEETINGS 
OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Dr. Epwarps (Benarth) brought forward a subject for dis- 
cussion in the form of a resolution, which was seconded by 
Mr. THrep, (Rhyl) :-— 

“ That this meeting recommend to the earnest consideration 
of the Parent Association, at its forthcoming anniversary at 
Nottingham, the propriety and policy of in future limiting the 
places of holding its annual meetings to London, Edinburgh, 
and Dublin, alternately.” 

_Dr. Edwards dwelt at considerable length upon the merits of 
his motion, which was opposed by Mr. Griffith, of Wrexham, 
Dr. Hughes, of Mold, and other members. As the general 
Opinion was against Dr. Edwards's proposition, he consented 
to withdraw it; at the same time stating his determination to 
bring it forward again at the next annual meeting of this 
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Branch, and also at the anniversary meeting of the Paren 
Association for 1858. 
NEW MEMBERS. 

The following gentlemen were duly elected members of this 
Branch ; viz.—William Valentine Brown, M.D. (St. Asaph) ; 
Edwin Jones, M.D. (Rhyl); and Evan Pierce Williams, M.D. 
(Denbigh). 

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL. 

Dr. Epwarps moved, and Dr. Hucues (Mold) seconded— 

“That this meeting look upon the improved state of the 
JournaL with great satisfaction; and hereby tender to Dr. 
Wynter, its able and talented editor, the expression of their 
most cordial thanks.” 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

CASES AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Presment read a paper on the history of a case of 
Induction of Premature Labour. 

[This case will be published in the Journat. ] 

Mr. Jones (Carnarvon), Mr. Grirrirs, and others, took part 
in the discussion which followed; and related cases which 
occurred in their respective practices. 

Mr. GrirritH and Dr. EpwarpDs made some interesting com- 
munications upon the Use of Ergot, and the mode of adminis- 
tering it. 

Mr. Joxes (Carnarvon) read a paper on Laceration of the 
Perineum in a Jad 18 years of age. 

Mr. GrirritH related a similar case in a man 55 years of age. 

Mr. G. T. Jones (Denbigh) submitted the knee-joint of a 
female patient in the North Wales Lunatic Asylum, in which 
there was an extensive fracture. The woman was seen walking 
about thirty yards after the receipt of the accident. In the 
post mortem examination of the body made by him and Dr. J. 
Hughes (Denbigh), there was nothing particular observed in 
the internal organs; and death was supposed to be caused by 
pyrmia. 

Mr. G. T. Jones also submitted for the inspection of the 
meeting a case of Scirrhus of the Stomach in a male patient 
aged 45, who at the time of his death was an inmate of the 
same asylum. 

Dr. Epwarps drew the attention of the meeting to some 
interesting points in comparative anatomy; and detailed some 
eases where the internal coverings of the stomach of the ani- 
mals (horses) were almost entirely destroyed by those peculiar 
insects called bots; the animals being suddenly attacked with- 
out any premonitory symptoms, and speedily dying, notwith- 
standing that the most skilful treatment was adopted in every 
case. 

Dr. J. Lioyp (Llangefni) communicated that he intended to 
publish in the JournaL a paper on “ An Easy Method of Mak- 
ing Mineral Waters including the Gas”. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to these mem- 
bers for their papers and communications. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

It was moved by Dr. Epwarps (Benarth), and seconded by 
Dr. Roserts (St. Asaph )— 

“ That the best thanks of this meeting are eminently due, 
and are hereby given, to the President, Dr. Edward Williams, 
for his able address and conduct in the chair this day.” 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

The PresiDENT, in returning his acknowledgments, thanked 
the meeting for the kind and courteous manner in which he 
had been received and supported. 


THE DINNER. 

All the members who were present at the general profes- 
sional meeting partook of dinner at 4 o'clock, and were joined 
by the following gentlemen as guests; viz.—Rev. Hugh Mor- 
gan, incumbent of Rhyl; — Winston, Esq. (Rhyl); and H. 
Rees, Esq., surgeon (Carnarvon). The President, Dr. E. Wil- 
liams, occupied the Chair. The cloth having been removed, 
the Chairman gave the usual loyal toasts; after which, the fol- 
lowing toasts were proposed and suitably acknowledged :— 

“The Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese; and the Rev. H. 
Morgan, incumbent of Rhyl.” 

“The Army and Navy.” 

“Sir Charles Hastings, and the British Medical Association.” 

“The President, Dr. E. Williams, and the North Wales 
Branch.” 

“The ex-President, Dr. Edwards, the present High Sheriff 
for Carnarvonshire.” 

“ Robert Jones, Esq., Carnarvon, the President-elect.” 
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“J. Lloyd, Esq., Llangefni, late Treasurer.” 

* Dr. Wynter and the Journat.” 

“TD. Kent Jones, Esq., Honorary Secretary.” 

“The New Members.” 

“Mr. Headlam and Medical Reform.” 

“J. Propert, Esq., and the Royal Medical Benevolent College.” 
**W. Newnham, Esq., and the Medical Benevolent Fund.” 

** The Visitors, — Winston, Esq., and H. Rees, Esq.” 


READING BRANCH: ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE second General Meeting of the Reading Branch was held 
at the George Hotel, Reading, on Wednesday, July 8th, 1857 ; 
C. M. Burnett, M.D. (Alton), President, in the chair. There 
were also present: J. G. Barford, Esq. (Wokingham); T. 
Blomfield, Esq. (Reading) ; G. D. Brown, Esq. (Henley-on- 
Thames); F. A. Bulley, Esq. (Reading); C. Cowan, M.D. 
(Reading); J. W. Dryland, Esq. (Reading); A. Fernie, Esq. 
(Reading); I. Harrinson, Esq. (Reading); F. Izod, Esq. 
(Mortimer) ; S. W. Kidgell, Esq. (Pangbourne); J. McIntyre, 
M.D. (Odiham) ; G. May, Esq. (Reading); G. May, jun., Esq. 
(Reading) ; W. W. Moxhay, Esq. (Reading); G. Pound, Esq. 
(Odiham); R. B. Sweeting, Esq. (Basingstoke); J. Taylor, 
Esq. (Wargrave); H. Waldron, Esq. (Theale); H. Watts, 
Esq. (Thatcham); E. Weight, Esq. (Wokingham) ; E. Wells, 
M.D. (Reading); R. T. Woodhouse, M.D. (Reading); J. W. 
Workman, Esq. (Reading); W. B. Young, Esq. (Reading). 
There were also present, as visitors: Messrs. F. G. Har- 
court (Binfield) ; W. D. Shee (Wantage) ; and Cooper. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

The PresipEnt delivered the following address :— 

GENTLEMEN,—When I look around me, and see so many of 
my professional brethren, whose talents and energy are not 
only welt known to you, but are a great public boon to this 
large and flourishing place, I cannot indeed but feel gratified 
by the honour you have conferred upon me in placing me in 
the chair upon this very important occasion, At the same 
time, it would be presumptuous in me not to be sensible of the 
numerous and very important duties which have thus been 
assigned tome. The occasion requires that I should make a 
few observations, which at this time, and under the particular 
circumstances which may be said to have called this Branch 
into existence, can hardly fail to excite your interest. The 
object for which this great Association was annually brought 
together still continues to form part of our proceedings at the 
present time. We still desire in an especial manner to promote 
and widen the social feeling, which it is not only our wisdom, 
but our happiness, to cultivate; we still manifest the same 
active interest in the advancement and the propagation of 
scientific and practical knowledge, which enables us to extend 
to mankind at large the most valuable and most inestimable 
services. We still desire to be in some degree the consolation 
and support of those of our brethren who, whether by sorrow, 


' suffering, or by losses, have been brought low, and thus, I trust, 


brought into closer relation to us. The silent and patient 
submission to the all-wise but inscrutable ways of God, en- 
dured by many a noble-minded and highly gifted brother, can- 
not fail, in a profession like ours, to make us humble, and 
thankful that we are still permitted to exercise our minds, and 
to lay out our lives in so divine and so valuable a calling. 
Nearly a quarter of a century has passed over our heads 
since our first efforts were directed to these great and im- 
portant ends; but, as time has advanced, we have found the 
objects which have been pressed upon our attention have em- 
braced a wider area, and have placed upon us a more sacred re- 
sponsibility. Subjects involving the highest and most delicate 
questions of medical polity—points embracing the most difficult 
and elaborate conclusions, such as the limits and definition of 
quackery, or the due amount of power to be given to any of the 


‘medical boards of control—delicate and sacred questions affect- 
ing, in every variety of shade and degree, the highly sensitive 


balance of medical ethics,—these and many others have crowded 
upon our attention, and made it necessary so far to alter the 
machinery by which we have hitherto been moved as that the 
greatest fairness and impartiality should be bestowed upon 
those touchy and difficult subjects. This led, as you all are 
aware, to the more complete carrying out of the representative 
principle in our General Council; so that men should not find 
themselves there, under any circumstances, fit or not, without 
- voice of the majority of the constituency which places them 
ere, 


I assure you it would add greatly to the pleasure I feel in 
addressing you this day from the chair, if I could say I be- 
lieved that there has been no obstacle thrown in the way 
towards carrying out these desirable, and, I must add, indis- 
pensable improvements in our Association, which are chiefly 
embraced in the representative system. But, though I can 
hardly believe it possible but that all should be united in the 
desire to attain the utmost fairness and impartiality in a 
Council professing to decide such abstruse and complicated 
subjects, yet I am bound to tell you that I do not believe these 
great desiderata have yet been accomplished. These facts are 
new in the minds of us all, and they formed some of the more 
prominent reasons for bringing us together as a separate 
Branch of the British Medical Association last year; and it is 
not without some feeling of regret that my present position 
places the duty upon me of bringing them prominently before 
you. We have not yet attained practically to that improved 
and healthy condition in the organisation of our society which 
we had a right to expect we should after these great points 
had been carried. But, having carried them, we were many of 
us too ready to be satisfied that the purposes contemplated by 
the alteration in our representative body kept us henceforth 
free from danger; and with this impression, when the great 
body of the members met last year at Birmingham, they were 
unprepared to reject any suggestions of the old irresponsible 
Council: they evidently, in the liberality of their minds, deter- 
mined to take those committees on who had been elected under 
the old selfish principle, and to give them credit for that 
liberality which you now see, to our cost, they never possessed. 
Had we been more cautious and less confiding, I think I am 
not saying too much when [I state that a far different measure 
of medical reform would have been brought before your notice, 
by a new Reform Committee, elected fairly under the new re- 
presentative principle we had then established. Instead of 
Mr. Headlam’s Bill, which you have so much and so fatally 
strengthened by your disinterested and generous support, you 
would have had one emanating from this Association, that 
would have struck directly at the deep seated and bitter evils 
which for years—yes, and for centuries past—have been ruffling 
your minds, curtailing your rights, and exposing you to insult 
and degradation in the eyes of your fellow-men. As it was, the 
old Reform Committee of this Association, having no respon- 
sible duties, and being composed of those men whose views of 
medical reform were painfully attached to the very evils we all 
have so long sought to remove, could scarcely fail to bring us 
back to the same point from which we started. How much of 
infirmity there is in all this, and how much there is of conduct 
which you can scarcely regard in any other light than that of 
being inimical to your best and highest interests, it is not for 
me to say. There are, however, many amongst us who, like 
myself, cannot fail to be struck with the fact that all those great 
and pressing evils which have degraded and impoverished our 
noble and generous profession for so long a time are still left 
untouched by Mr. Headlam’s or even Lord Elcho’s Bill, and are 
still uncared for by the self-elected councillors and irresponsible 
corporations. 

It is the opinion of many very able and intelligent men, that 
no reform in our profession can be regarded with confidence 
by the great body of the members, as likely to be effected, 
which simply has for its object the making of laws, while no 
corporate reform emanates from within. There is much truth 
in this; and we shall certainly fail in effecting any mitigation 
of the evils we so smart under, just in proportion as we lose 
sight of this fact. In other words, we must not only seek to 
obtain that amount of legal protection which will prevent so- 
ciety at large, or sectional organisations of that society, from 
imposing either duties or burdens upon us too heavy to be 
borne ; but we must keep steadily in mind, that, within our own 
pale, there are those of such widely different interests that, 
unless the constraint of the law is upon them, they can hardly 
fail in contributing all their weight towards keeping the great 
body of their professional brethren in a depressed or depend- 
ent condition. The magnetic force of wealth and power car- 
ries away the will, and draws its votaries, like the law of at- 
traction when exerted on inanimate bodies around us, by a 
force over which they have no control. We must regard the 
conduct of all self-elected councillors—of all those who under- 
take to act for the maintenance either of the professional status 
of individuals, or for the political rights of the entire body, 
without having been placed in their responsible office by the 
voice of the profession—as constituting some of the most for- 
midable obstacles, and the most hurtful opponents, to the at- 
tainment of our rights, There are many in this room who are 
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practically and sensitively alive to the heartburnings and sor- 
rows which are inseparable from the Poor-law administration, 
where the welfare of parties, and the distribution of money for 
their support, rest in the hands of those who have the greatest 
pecuniary interest in that distribution. The same evil prin- 
ciple is maintained in our colleges: the highest pecuniary ad- 
vantages are held out to those who have obtained, by under- 
handed and irregular acts, the legal power to degrade and to 
insult the great body of the profession. 

The evils, therefore, both from within as well as from with- 
‘out, must be met before we can hope to see the different de- 
partments of the profession placed in positions less degrading 
than many of those they now occupy. This can never be done 
while irresponsible men are placed over those departments 
who have a high money-interest in withholding the rights of 
those they govern. You all know what a guardian is at a poor- 
law board, where every case that comes before him touches his 
own pocket. If you were in the navy or the army department 
of the profession, you would experience the same difficulties ; 
you would know what it is to witness some of the most noble 
conduct displayed by your professional brothers ; evidences of 
the highest talent, of the most magnanimous and exalted acts 
of bravery and self-denial, for which not only no mark of 
honour or worldly distinction has been awarded, but not the 
smallest notice has been taken. It is sickening and dis- 
couraging in the extreme to think that men rule over these 
departments, not because they have been placed there by the 
wise deliberations of a responsible council of the profession, 
but by a feeble and temporising legislature, who have got the 
franchise in their own hands, and who hold the ear of the go- 
vernment of the day. Well may it be said, that we can obtain 
no reform worth our acceptance, in a legislative sense, till we 
see our representative system altered, and a profession like 
ours, numbering more than fifteen thousand scholastic minds, 
and having within its ranks some of the greatest, the wisest, 
and most intelligent of mankind, is fairly and constitutionally 
represented in the councils of this great nation. It is not 
safe, it is not—to take the most depressed view—commonly 
worldly wise to keep such a powerful body, as we constitute, in 
so dangerous and unprotected a position, and without any 
claim to premonition above what we may all possess: I hesitate 
not to say, such a state of things cannot long be continued. 
However far from justice we may be removed by a temporising 
and nominally representative legislature ; yet, up.to this time, 
that legislature have partly refused to stereotype afresh all the 
cumulative errors and oppressions of bygone ages, committed 
and exercised by our corporate bodies, and to which our pro- 
fession has been exposed for centuries past. This is only a 
proof that your less deeply interested and more wide-awake 
brothers of the legislature choose to ponder a little longer 
before they consent to do what the blind infatuation of your 
professional brothers, in irresponsible council, would have 
them to do. The legislature may be more fully aware than 
you are, that it is quite possible to endanger even the existence 
of those very colleges, some of which contain property bought 
with the nation’s money, and placed there by their authority : 
at least, it may be gathered from Mr. Black's speech, that it is 
the intention of the Government to oppose in committee that 
part of Mr. Headlam’s Bill, now before the House, which re- 
lates to the so-called representative council. Well may Par- 
liament regard the two measures that have lately been brought 
before them, rather as extensions of a monopoly, or as an in- 
crease of our burden, than as a measure of reform. For what 
is registration there introduced but a great petitio principii, 
put forth as a blind to cover the injustice of that self-elected 
council ? 

It is no boon to the profession to find men separating them- 
selves from the water-quacks and homeopaths, to take shelter 
under a register which blazons them forth with all their 
honours thick upon them, which honours they have obtained 
through self-interest or a money consideration. It is quite 
evident from what has fallen from those who took part in the 
discussion of the Bills in the House last Wednesday, that the 
legislature, as well as a large number of our brethren, have 
been misled by the supposition, that because the representative 
principle has been introduced into the council of those two 
Bills, that this is the same thing as if what is called “the re- 
presentative principle in legislation ” had been there advocated. 
A more artful deception could not be practised, than to allow 
self-made councillors of a number of bodies—so eaten up with 
corruption that they only manifest life in its most deformed 
and repulsive aspect—to reorganise themselves into a great 
medical council which is to rule the roast over fifteen thousand 


men practising in this country; and while the educational 
status of these men is to be raised by a more expensive and 
complex plan, no more professional status—no more justice is 
awarded to them than they had before. Thus the same evils 
are perpetuated by transferring the injustice from individual 
corporations to a general council. This is truly monstrous! 
though it is just possible the Bill may pass, having this injus- 
tice stamped upon it; yet, when the Bill comes into operation, 
and men, like the union surgeons, expectant of some mitiga- 
tion of the evils they suffer from, find they have been deceived, 
I cannot suppose any other consequence will follow than a 
more complete disorganisation than that we have hitherto had 
to deplore. I do not, however, want to exaggerate this matter; 
but only as one upon whom you have placed so much honour, 
I feel 1 should be most unworthy of it, if I were not at this 
time to record my solemn protest against such reform as we 
have had offered to us, and which I grieve to think has re- 
ceived the sanction of our Association, by a course which I 
should be very sorry to be obliged to say was the right one. 
Having occupied your attention for a short time on that subject 
I thought most important to bring before you, will now request 
the secretary to read the Report. 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Dr. Burnett proposed Ross, M.D., and J. Manley, M.D., 

of the Hampshire Lunatic Asylum, as members of the Associa- 


tion ‘and of the Branch. 
Mr. May seconded the nomination; and they were elected. 


OFFICERS AND COUNCIL. 

The following officers and council were elected: President 
elect: G. May, sen., Esq.; Representative in General Council : 
T. L. Walford, Esq. Members of Council: C. Cowan, M.D.; 
C. Vines, Esq.; E. Wells, M.D.; R. T. Woodhouse, M.D.; 
J. W. Workman, Esq. Honorary Secretary: George May, 
jun., Esq. 


VOTES OF THANKS. 

Dr. WoopHovsE proposed, Mr. Harrrnson seconded, and 
it was unanimously resolved, 

“ That the best thanks of this meeting be given to Dr. Cowan, 
the late President, and to Dr. McIntyre, the Representative, 
for their services during the past year.” 

POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 

A petition in favour of a reform of the laws affecting Poor-law 
Medical Officers was signed by the members present, and will 
be forwarded to one of the members for Reading for presenta- 
tion to Parliament. 

RETROSPECTIVE ADDRESS. BY J. MCINTYRE, M.D. 

Dr. McIntyre (Odiham) read an able retrospective address, 
reviewing the proceedings of the Reading Pathological Society 
for the past year, which, in accordance with the wish of the 
meeting, will be published in the JournaL. 

The subject of the Journat having been brought before the 
meeting, an unanimous expression of approval was elicited. 
The members and their friends afterwards dined together, and 
spent a most agreeable evening under the Presidency of Dr. 
Burnett. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: ANNUAL 
MEETING. 


Tue fifth annual meeting of the Metropolitan Counties Branch 
was held at 37, Soho Square, on Tuesday, July lith, at 3 p.m. 
The chair was first taken by the retiring President, GEorGE 
Wesster, M.D., who afterwards resigned it to the newly 
elected President, Epwin Lankester, M.D., F.R.S. There 
were also present, James Bird, M.D.; Thomas Charles, Esq. ; 
G. D. Gibb, M.D.; A. Henry, M.D.; 8. W. J. Merriman, M.D.; 
E. W. Murphy, M.D.; W. Ogle, M.D.; Joseph Seaton, M.D. ; 
Edward Smith, M.D.; A. P. Stewart, M.D.; T. Ogier Ward, 
M.D.; and A. Wynter, M.D. 
NEW MEMBER. 

On the motion of Dr. WexBsTER, seconded by Dr. LANKESTER, 
F. Wilkinson, Esq., of Sydenham, was ballotted for and elected 
a member of the Branch. 

REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

Dr. O. Warp (Secretary) read the following report— 

“The Council of the Metropolitan Counties Branch, in 
making its fifth report to the members, begs to state that its 
attention has been directed, during the t year, to the fol- 
lowing objects; viz., to increase the number of members, and 
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to render the Branch more useful by making it better known to | Robert Dunn, Esq.; George D. Gibb, M.D.; S. Griffith, M.D. ; 


the profession within the district; to procure some security 


_ against accidental and criminal poisoning: and to obtain for 


the profession and the public a Medical Reform Bill, in accord- 
ance with the principles hitherto maintained by this Branch 
and by the General Association. 

“The first of these objects your Council thinks may be 


_ attained by supplying the Honorary Secretary with an efficient 


colleague, who, residing in London, may be enabled to main- 
tain a closer connexion between himself and the great body of 
the members, as well as to induce other medical men, who 
have hitherto stood aloof, or are ignorant of their existence, to 
join the Association and their Branches; and your Council have 
great pleasure in being able to inform the Branch, that a gentle- 


_ Man, in every respect most highly qualified to fulfil the desires of 


the Branch ( Dr. Stewart, of Grosvenor Street), has kindly allowed 
his name to be proposed to you as joint Honorary Secretary, 
with the other officers of the Branch. The alterations in the 


_ laws necessary to effect this purpose were submitted to your 


notice and adopted at the general meeting of May 12th. 
In furtherance of the same: desire to make the objects of the 
Association better known, it has been suggested to have even- 


professional friends might be invited; and in order render the 
meetings more scientific in their character, Dr. Stewart is 


' about to propose the formation of a Committee to consider 


and report on the feasibility and propriety of instituting a 
series of observations on the action of medicines. 

“With regard to the second object, your Council observes 
with satisfaction that a Bill for the Restriction of the Sale of 
Poisons is before Parliament; and although it cannot approve 
of all the enactments therein proposed, the necessity for some 
legislation on the subject has induced the Branch to present 
petitions to both Houses of Parliament for this purpose. 

*The third object—a Medical Reform Bill—appears likely 
to receive great support in Parliament, if not to become the 
law of the land, during the present session ; and although your 
Council regrets that the representative principle is not by any 


. means sufficiently recognised in either Mr. Headlam’s or Lord 


Elcho’s Bill, yet, believing that the former has, for the first 
time, united the corporations and the profession in its favour, 
it thinks the Branch has exercised a wise discretion in deter- 


. mnining to give its support to Mr. Headlam’s Bill, with a strong 


hope that certain of the objectionable clauses may be modified 
before it passes into law. 

“ Your Council have also to report that, trusting to the well- 
known sentiments of the Branch with regard to the hardships 
under which the Poor-Law Medical Officers generally labour 
throughout the kingdom, and there not being time to calla 
meeting of the Branch, the President, President Elect, 


- Honorary Secretary, and one or two other members have 


signed and presented a petition for an improved system of 
remuneration, and for the removal of the various grievances 
which Mr. Griffin, of Weymouth, has brought under the notice 
of the profession. 

“Your Council has to express its regret that the Branch has 


been deprived by death of one of its members, R. Collins, Esq., 


of Leytonstone. 

“Your Council beg to call the attention of the members to 
the Treasurer’s account, from which it appears that, in conse- 
quence of the arrears and irregularity in the payment of the 
subscriptions, and from members retiring from the Association 
and the Branch without paying up their overdue sub- 


. Seriptions, the money in hand is not sufficient to pay up the 


demands. 

“Your Council therefore earnestly request that each mem- 
ber will immediately pay off all outstanding claims of this 
nature, the amount of which has been stated to him in the 
circular. If this were done, as the present income of the 
Branch exceeds its expenses, there is every expectation that 


. in the course of next year that every debt will be discharged, 


and a surplus be left applicable to some scientific and useful 
purpose.” 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL. 


The following gentlemen were elected the Officers and 
Council of the Branch for the ensuing year :—President : 
Edwin Lankester, M.D., F.R.S. President-Elect : G. J. Squibb, 
Esq. Treasurer : Joseph Toynbee, Esq., F.R.S., 18, Savile Row. 


. Secretaries: T. Ogier Ward, M.D., 9, Leonard Place, Kensing- 
. ton; and A. P. Stewart, M.D., Grosvenor Street. Ordinary 


Members of Council: Henry Ancell, Esq.; James R. Bennett, 


, M.D, ; James Bird, Esq.; W. Camps, M.D.; ‘Tf. Charles, Esq.; 


A. Henry, M.D.; Charles F. J. Lord, Esq.; 8. W. J. Merriman, 
M.D.; E. W. Murphy, M.D.; John Propert, Esq.; Edward 
Smith, M.D., LL.B.; George Webster, M.D. 

Dr. WezsTeER, in resigning the chair, thanked the members 
of the Branch for the support which they had given him during 
his year ‘of office, and introduced his successor, Epwin Lan- 
KESTER, M.D., F.R.S. 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

Dr. Lankxestrr, in taking the chair as the newly elected 
President, thanked the Branch for the expression of confidence 
they had manifested towards him. He felt the office of Pre- 
sident to be one not only of honour, but of great responsibility. 
The attendance at the meetings of the Branch had fallen off; 
but by looking back to its past history, the causes of this 
failure might be found. But at all events it was the duty of 
the Branch still to move on; for the same reasons which 
led to its formation stili exist. It must be remembered that 
although the Branch had been active in some matters to which 
reference had been made by the Council, there had yet been 
no legislation on these subjects. The object and interest of 


ing meetings of the members of the Branch, to which their | the Branch was to extend the numbers and influence of the 


Association, recognising no party nor section. He (the Pre- 
sident) trusted that the members of the Branch would give 
him their assistance in promoting its objects ; for himself, he 
was determined to hold on, and never to waver in what he re- 
garded as the duty of a President of the Branch. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Dr. Stewart proposed— 

“ That a cordial vote of thanks be given to Dr. Webster for 
his services in the chair during the past year.” 

Dr. Murrny seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
carried. 

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 


A ballot having been taken for five representatives of the 
Branch in the General Council, in addition to the Secretary, 
the following members were elected: James Risdon Bennett, 
M.D.; Alexander Henry, M.D.; Edwin Lankester, M.D., 
F.R.S.; Edward Smith, M.D., LL.B.; and George Webster, M.D. 

FORMATION OF A COMMITTEE ON THE ACTION OF MEDICINES. 

Dr. Stewart, in an able speech, insisted on the investigation 
of the action of medicines as an important subject to be taken 
up by the Branch, and proposed the following resolution : 

“That the following gentlemen constitute a Committee to 
consider a report on the propriety and feasibility of instituting 
a series of observations on the action of medicines:—J. R. 
Bennett, M.D.; James Bird, M.D.; W. Jenner, M.D.; E. Lan- 
kester, M.D.; E. W. Murphy, M.D.; W. Ogle, M.D.; B. W. 
Richardson, M.D.; C. H. F. Routh, M.D.; E. H. Sieveking, 
M.D.; E. Smith, M.D.; J. Snow, M.D.; A. P. Stewart, M.D.; 
A. Ure, Esq.; G. Webster, M.D.; A. Wynter, M.D.; with power 
to add to their number.” 

Dr. WEBsvER seconded the motion. He considered that the 
undertaking of an investigation of the action of medicines 
would be much to the credit of the Branch. 

Dr. James Brrp and the PrestpentT supported the motion, 
which was put to the vote, and carried. 


EVENING MEETINGS OF THE BRANCH. 

The Preswent brought forward the subject of holding the 
Council meetings in the evening, and following them by 
social meetings of the members of the Branch. After some 
conversation, in which Dr. Webster, Mr. Charles, Dr. E. 
Smith, Dr. Wynter, Dr. Ward, and Dr. Seaton, took part, it was 
resolved, on the motion of Dr. WexsTER, seconded by Dr. 
James Brrp-— 

“ That the question of holding the Council meetings in th 
evening, at 7 o'clock, instead of at 4, and afterwards holding 
general social meetings of the Branch, be considered by the 
Council at its next meeting.” 

GRATUITOUS MEDICAL SERVICES. 

Dr. WessterR proposed, Dr. James Birp seconded, and it 
was resolved— 

“ That the following members form a Committee to consider 
the subject of Gratuitous Medical Services:—T. Charles, Esq. ; 
S. W. J. Merriman, M.D.; W. Ogle, M.D.; J. Seaton, M.D.; G. 
Webster, M.D.; and A. Wynter, M.D.” 


It was agreed, on the motion of the Presment, that, asa 
slight testimonial of Dr. Henry's services to the Branch, h 
should be invited to the annual dinner. 
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THE DINNER. 

The members of the Branch dined together at the Free- 
masons’ Tavern, Great Queen Street, at 6 pt. The chair was 
occupied by Dr. Lanxester, President of the Branch. After 
the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, the following were given : 

“The British Medical Association and the Metropolitan 
Counties Branch;” by the Presipenrt. 

“ The President ;” by Dr. SEaron. 

“ The Ex-President, Dr. Webster ;” by the Presipent. 

“The President-Elect, G. J. Squibb, Esq.;” by Dr. Mrr- 
RIMAN. 

“The Secretaries, the Treasurer, and the Council;” by Dr. 
Wynter. Dr. Ocier returned thanks. 

“The new Members of Council;” by Dr. Srewanrr. 

“The Journat and Dr. Wynter;” by the Presipent. Dr. 
Wynter returned thanks. 

“ The Representatives in the General Council ;” by Dr. OGLE. 
Dr. Henry returned thanks. 


Evitor's Letter Roz. 


THE LONDON PHARMACOPCLIA, 


Srr,—* A young lady lately requested of me a prescription 
for a troublesome tickling cough: the following is given to her: 
EK Holloway’s pills and ointment, etc. Sumatur, etc., ete. 
To my astonishment, it is returned, the druggist, in plea, 

urging that it is not in the Pharmacopwia.” 

Really, it is refreshing to turn from the dull, sensible, 
scientific, matter-of-fact letters in our JournaL to the clever 
communication which appeared at page 594 last week, and of 
which the above is a slight parody. But you have not all the 
fun yet, for the writer adds, “ what am I to do, not knowing of 
any substitute for them ?” 

Seriously, I had fancied that only qualified men were eligible 
for admission into our Association; and where, I would ask, 
are the qualifications of a gentleman who makes such an ad- 
mission of incapacity? Could he not write a prescription for 
a cough mixture, drops, pills, or powders? And, if not, why? 
If the members generally were in such a predicament, their 
patients would soon “ know of a substitute for them.” 


I am, ete., ANOTHER MEMBER. 


Sussex, July 13th, 1857. 


THE LONDON PHARMACOPCELA. 


Sir,—In reply to “A Member,” dating from Barnsley, and 
asking “ what he is to do,” as the druggist does not know what 
the “ Troch. Morph. et Ipecac.” are which he had prescribed, 
I would reply, send to a bookseller’s for Squire's Three Phar- 
macopeias, published in 1851, and exhibiting, in parallel 
columns, each formula in the three Pharmacopeias of London, 
Edinburgh, and Dublin, with brief remarks on the actual and 
compaiative strength of each preparation. With this in his 
possession, “ A Member” may order whichever of the troches 
recognised by the Seotch College he considers suited to the 
case he is called to. 

I calculate that a patient taking twelve of these lozenges 
would in them take about one-third of a grain of muriate of 
morphia and one grain of ipecacuanha. Perhaps there are 
lozenges of this ‘strength on sale, but actual inquiry alone 
could settle that question. é 

That it would be convenient-to have lozenges for cough and 
heartburn of the same strength and composition at every 
apothecary’s and druggist’s, there can be no doubt; but it 
appears that no such custom has grown up in England. 

I agree with your correspondent in wishing that an alteration 
were made in this respect; but if he throws stones against the 
London Pharmacopeia for what is superfluous, let him recol- 
lect that the Edinburgh is liable to blame for ordering a use- 
ful pill (pil. ipecac. et opii) to be made of a powder nowhere 
else mentioned, but to which one of a different name bears a 
strong resemblance; yet, if that is intended, any practitioner 
could prescribe it equally well extempore. 


I am, ete., S. W. J. M. 


_ London, July 18th, 1857. 
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Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Wednesday, July 15th. 
MEDICAL PROFESSION (No. 1) BILL. 


Mr. Heapram, before moving that the order for the com- 
mittee upon this Bill be discharged, wished to say a few words 
in explanation. After the House had assented to the second 
reading of the Bill, it became the duty of those who were 
charged with the conduct of it to consider whether there was 
any prospect of being able to pass it during the present ses- 
sion. It appeared to them that it would be useless to proceed 
at present. He wished, however, to call the attention of the. 
Government to this important and difficult subject, and as the 
House had, by a considerable majority, sanctioned the measure 
he had introduced, he thought it would be the duty of the 
Government to bring in a Bill based upon the same principles. 
[Hear.] Should they do so, he undertook to give it his most 
earnest support; but if they should not do so, or should seek 
to legislate in the spirit of their recent Bill, he should offer his 
most strenuous opposition. The hon. member then moved 
that the order for the committee be discharged. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill accordingly was 
withdrawn. 

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

In reply to’ Mr. Moopy, 

Mr. Bovuverte said that, under the Poor-Law Amendment 
Act, the overseer was entitled, in cases of urgent necessity, to 
give an order for medical relief to such persons as he thought 
required it. A case of this kind, alluded to by the hon, gentle- 
man, had occurred in the Somersetshire union ; but afterwards 
the guardians, not believing it to be a case of urgent necessity, 
refused to allow such relief. The medical officer, in conse- 
quence, brought an action against the overseer in the County 
Court, and the judge decided that the overseer was not per- 
senally liable. As far as he (Mr. Bouverie) had the means of 
judging, that decision was right in point of law, nor had the 
Poor-Law Board (though they had offered some advice to the 
guardians in the particular case referred to) any intention of 
altering the general law in this respect. Certainly medical officers 
of unions seemed exposed to some hardships in such a case, but, 
at the same time those gentlemen had the power of protecting 
themselves, because they could judge whether the case which 
they were called upon to attend was one of urgent necessity, 
and if it was not they could decline to act upon the order of 
the overseer. Medical officers, however, should be very care- 
ful in exercising their discretion in such instances, because if, 
after all, the case turned out to be one of urgent necessity, they 
would be held responsible. 


PETITIONS. 
Petitions in favour of Poor-Law Medical Reform have been 
presented from the medical officers of the following unions :— 
Upton-on-Severn; St. Blazey, Grampound, Mevagissey, St. Aus+ 
tell and Fowey districts; Basford; Newcastle Emlyn; Alder- 
bury; St. Alban’s; Skirlaugh; Belper; Bethnal Green; and 
Whitehaven: also, from the medical students of Manchester ; 
from the Medico-Ethical Association of Manchester; the me- 
dical students of the Westminster Hospital; and from medical 
practitioners in Boxford. 
A petition against the Compulsory Vaccination Act has been 
presented from Lincoln. 
A petition for exemption from the operation of the Medical 
Bills has been presented from the dentists in various places. 


Medical Aetvs. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND 
APPOINTMENTS. 


In these lists, an asterisk is prefixed to the names of Members of the 
Association. 


BIRTHS. 
Lowpett. On July 11th, at Park Road, Stockwell, the wife of 
J. L. Lowdell, Esq., Surgeon, of a son. 


Mason. At Surbiton Hill, Kingston, on July 14th, the wife of 
C. J. Mason, Esq., Surgeon, of a son. ’ 
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Massey. On July 12th, the wife of H. H. Massey, Esq., Cam- 
berwell Green, of a son. 

Pantatgonr. On July 3rd, at the Villa Ruffinella, Frascati, the 
wife of Chevalier Pantaleoni, M.D., of Rome, of a son. 

Power. On July 10th, at Grosvenor Terrace, South Belgravia, 
the wife of Henry Power, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter, 

Scorr. On July 8th, at Boulogne-sur-Mer, the wife of John 
Scott, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., prematurely, of a son, who survived 
his birth only a few hours. 


MARRIAGES. 

Brpsoroves, Henry, Esq., of Nel- 
son, New Zealand, to Sarah Maria, second daughter of 
Samuel Weeding, M.D., of Ryde, Tsle of Wight, on July 9th. 

Jacoz, Rev. J. A., eldest son of Arthur 
Jacob, M.D., of Dublin, to Frances Sarah, eldest daughter of 
John Pilkington, Esq., Mornington Road, at St. Pancras 
Church, on July 14th. 

Jones—Stirr. Jones, James, M.D., of Woburn Place, Rus- 
sell Square, to Emily, youngest daughter of the late Thomas 
Stiff, Esq., of Clifton, Bristol, at Clifton, on July 9th. 

Kirkman—Epwarps. Kirkman, Henry, Esq., youngest son of 
*John Kirkman, M.D., of Melton, Suffolk, to Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of J. B. Edwards, Esq., of Bury St. Ed- 
munds, on July 7th. 

Lecce—Watus. Lecce, William, Esq., Surgeon, of Wivelis- 
combe, Somerset, to Laura, only daughter of C. E. Wallis, 
Esq., of Great Marlborough Street, on July 9th. 


DEATHS. 

Frxcuam. On July 13th, aged one year, Agnes Mary, youngest 
child of G. T. Fincham, M.D., of Chapel Street, Belgrave 
Square. 

IrvryeE, John, Esq., Surgeon R.N., at Moville, near London- 
derry, aged 73, on July 3rd. 

Srone, William, Esq., for upwards of forty years a faithful 
officer of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, at the 
house of his friend David Powell, Esq., Surgeon, Amwell 
Street, Claremont Square, aged 76, on July 1Uth. 

Wuyte, Robert, M.D., at Naples, on July 4th. 


PASS LISTS. 

Royat or Surceons. Mempers admitted at the 
meeting of the Court of Examiners, on Friday, July 10th, 
1857 :-— 

Robert, Blackwell, Derbyshire 

Datrera, James Johnson, Dublin 

Harpine, Edward, The Grove, Hammersmith 

Harttey, John Henry, Thames Ditton 

Warven, Thomas Messenger, Over Whitacre, Coleshill, 
Warwickshire 

Waite, George Farr, Boundary Road, St. John’s Wood 

Wuu1ums, John James, late British Medical Staff, Otto- 
man Army 

At the same meeting of the Court— 

Ayre, William Gordon James, of the Royal Marines, 
passed his examination as Naval Surgeon. This gen- 
tleman had previously been admitted a member of 
= College: his diploma bearing date August 2nd, 

50. 


LicenTmaTEs IN Mipwirery admitted at a meeting of the 
Board, on July 15th :— 

Bippvte, Henry Cooper, Edmonton: diploma of member- 
ship dated March 25th, 1857 

Catiine, George Taylor, Highbury: June 12th, 1857 

FirzGERALD, Edward Ambrose, Calcutta: Nov. 2lst, 1856 

GeorcE, Charles Frederick, St. Thomas's Hospital: March 
20th, 1857 

Hanrttey, John Henry, Thames Ditton: July 10th, 1857 

Ives, Robert, Chertsey: May Ist, 1855 

LarrTLEwoop, Joseph, Hampole, Doncaster: March 30, 1857 

MacLimont, Robert, London: December 3rd, 1852 

PuaGue, Hugh Richard, Bala, North Wales 

Roserts, John Thomas, New Romney, Kent: August 
21st, 1843 

Rowxanps, Isaac, Lanfair, N. Wales: May 29th, 1857 

Sainner, David Shooter, Headcorn: June 5th, 1857 

Txane, George Dancer, Hart Street, Bloomsbury 

Vow Tunzetmany, Julius Woldemar, Brixton Hill: March 
16th, 1855 


APoTHECARIES’ Hatt, Members admitted on Thursday, 
July 9th, 1857 
‘Brackett, Edward Ralph, Piltown, co. Kilkenny 
Brooknovse, Joseph Orpe, Brighton 
Davies, Jesse Conway, Holywell 
Kyicut, Albert Stanley Prescott, James Street, Bucking. 
ham Palace 


HEALTH OF LONDON:—WEEK ENDING 
JULY 1857. 
[From the Registrar-General’s Report.] 

In the week that ended on Saturday (July 11th), the num- 
ber of deaths registered in London was 988, of which 508 were 
deaths of males and 480 those of females. In the ten years 
1847-56, the average number of deaths in the weeks corre- 
sponding with last week was 976. But as the deaths of last 
week occurred in an increased population, it is necessary, for 
the purpose of comparison, to raise the average proportionally 
to the increase, in which case it will become 1074. ‘The public 
health is therefore so far satisfactory at present, that the 
deaths now returned were less by 86 than the number which 
would have occurred under the average rate of mortality. 


The births registered last week were in excess of the. deaths. 


in the same period by 678. 

The principal feature in the present return, as compared 
with those immediately preceding, is the rapid increase of 
diarrhea, which has begun to prevail-with more force than has 
been hitherto observed before the middle of July. Last week 
the deaths from this complaint were more numerous by 100 
than those which occurred in the week that ended June 27th. 
They were then 33, in the following week 65, and last week 
they rose to 133; the corrected average for ten weeks (of 
1847-56) corresponding with last week is 53. Of these 133 
deaths, so large a proportion as 124 oceurred to infants who 
had not completed their second year. Nine deaths also are 
returned as caused by “ cholera infantum”, “ English cholera”, 
and (in one case) “cholera maligna”, all of which, with the 
exception of two, occurred to infants; these are indiscrimin- 
ately referred to cholera in the tables. It is not out of place 
to repeat here the observation of the medical officers of the 
Dreadnought, that “ during the week the Thames water smelt 
abominably.” 

There were seven deaths from small-pox last week, which is 
more than this disease has caused in any week since January. 
It has been fatal in two cases recently in a house in Little 
Clarendon-street, Somers Town; and the Registrar of St. 
Botolph, in recording a death from small-pox in his district, 
states, that it is believed that infection in this case was received 
through indirect communication with a family in Middlesex- 
street, St. Pancras, in which seven persons were suffering from 
the complaint. The deaths from typhus increased in the last 
two weeks from 34 to 41; whilst, on the other hand, hooping- 
cough declined from 58 to 40, and measles from 25 to 15. A 
child died from sucking lucifer matches; and the death of a 
woman, aged 63 years, was caused by fright from thunder, 
followed apparently by paralysis. 

Last week the births of 855 boys and 811 girls, in all 1666 
children, were registered in London, In the ten correspond- 
ing weeks of the years 1847-56 the average number was 1354. 

At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean height of 


the barometer in the week was 29-745 in. The highest read-— 


ing was 30°01 in. at the end of the week. The mean tem- 
perature of the air in the week was 59°6°, which is 2° below 
the average of the same week in 43 years. The mean tempe- 
rature was the same as the average on Sunday; it was below 
the average on the following day ; 7° below it on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and it continued below it, though in a less degree, 
till Friday. The lowest temperature was 45.7°, on Wednes- 
day; the highest was 79°4 on Saturday; the range of the week 
was therefore 33°7°. The mean dew-point temperature was 
51°5°, and the difference between this and the mean tempera- 
ture of the air was 8°1°. The mean temperature of the water 
of the Thames was 64°7°. After Monday, at noon, the wind 
was generally in the north-west till Friday; at other times it 
blew from the south-west. There was rain to the amount of 
0°30 in., most of which fell early in the week. 


Tse Socrety or Puystcrans oF Vrenna, in full 
assembly, under the Presidency of Professor Rokitansky, has 
conferred on Dr. Black, of Chesterfield, the diploma of Corre- 
sponding Fellow, as a mark of the estimation in which his micro- 
scopical researches into the Pathology of the Pulmonary Mucous 
Membrane are held by that distinguished and scientific body. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS AND HOS- 
PITALS FOR THE INSANE. 

THE annual meeting of this Association was held at the Great 
Western Hotel, London, on the 2nd instant. The following 
office bearers were elected for the year 1857-8:—President : 
Forbes Winslow, M.D.,D.C.L. President Elect : John Conolly, 
M.D., D.C.L. Treasurer: Wm. Ley, Esq. Editor of Journal: 
J. C. Bucknill, M.D. Honorary Annual Secretary: C. Lock- 
hart Robertson, M.D. Dr. Forbes Winslow presided at the 
dinner in the evening. The arrangements at the Hotel gave 
every satisfaction to the large company present. On the even- 
ing of July lst Dr. Winslow gave a conversazione at his house 
in Cavendish Square, which was numerously attended by the 
members of the Association, and also by the leading members 
of the profession and other persons of note, to the number of 
four hundred, including Sir B. Brodie, Bart., Dr. Andrew 
Smith, Sir J. Liddel!, Dr. Brierre de Boismont, the Chief 
Justice of Canada, Professor Owen, Mr. Wyld, M.P., the Pre- 
sidents of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, the 
Master of the Mint, the President of the Medical Society of 
London, and the Presidents of the Meteorological, Geological, 
and Geographical Societies, etc. It is the intention of the 
Association, in the event of Edinburgh being fixed upon by the 


British Medical Association as the seat of their annual meet- * 


ing in 1858, also to visit at that date the Scottish metropolis. 


Tue Royat ColLeEGE or Puysicrans. The President (Dr. 
Mayo) and Fellows of this institution issued cards of invita- 
tion to a conversazione on Saturday evening last, when a nu- 
merous assemblage thronged the library and suite of rooms of 
the College. Among the company were some of the most 
eminent men of the day in the various departments of the 
liberal professions. There were present, Lord Campbell; Lord 
Wensleydale; Vice-Chancellor Sir John Stuart; Vice-Chan- 
eellor Sir R. Kindersley; Mr. Grove, Q.C.; Sir Henry Ellis, 
K.H.; Sir Joshua Rowe, K.C.B.; Professors Willis, Solly, 
Stephens, and Wheatstone ; General Sir F. Smith, M.P.; Mr. 
Gladstone, M.P.; Mr. Russell, M.P.; Mr. Ayrton, M.P.; Mr. 
Grogan, M.P.; Mr. Briscoe, M.P.; Mr. Hope, M.P.; Mr. 
Gregson, M.P.; Mr. Ingham, M.P.; Mr. Tite, M.P.; Mr. 
Locke, M.P.; the Rev. Dr. Livingston; the Rev. Dr. White- 
side; the Rev. Dr. Major; the Revs. Henry Howarth, John 
Dyne, George Gowring, Flood Jones, John Kempe, and Baden 
Powell; Mr. Landseer, R.A.; Mr. Pickersgill, R.A.; Sir B. 
Brodie; Dr. Andrew Smith; and Alderman Salomons. Se- 
veral of the ancient and rare volumes with which the library 
of the College is richly supplied were placed on the tables. 
Some exquisitely executed photographs of the interior of the 
Manchester Arts Exhibition, by De la Motte, were much ad- 
mired ; and the astonishing powers of the microscope were dis- 
played in drawing forth the secrets of the spider's claw, the 
proboscis of the blowfly, and other wonders of creation hidden 
from the unaided vision. The geological restorations at the 
Crystal Palace were reproduced on a diminished scale; but 
the objects which appeared to attract most attention were 
some very small hermetically closed glass cases containing 
every variety of preparation of arsenic, cocculus indicus, and 
other subtle substances, which, seen through the microscope, 
presented the most wonderful configurations. The refresh- 
ments were abundant, and the pleasures of the evening were 
protracted to a late hour, it being nearly 12 o'clock before the 
whole of the company had departed. 


MepicaL BENEVOLENT On Tuesday, a handsome 
chapel, which has just been attached to this college at Epsom, 
was opened for divine service by the Bishop of Winchester. A 
considerable number of the friends and supporters of the in- 
stitution were present on this occasion: among others, Earl 
Manvers, Lord and Lady Dynevor, Archdeacon Robinson, ete. 
At 11 o'clock the visitors, with the inhabitants of the college 
and various officials connected with its management, proceeded 
to the chapel, when divine service was performed by the Rev. 
Mr. Thornton, head master of the school, and the opening ser- 
mon preached by the Bishop of Winchester. At the conclu- 
sion of the service the visitors returned to the school-room, 
where the distribution of the prizes, which had been awarded 
at the Christmas and Midsummer vacations, was made by the 
right rev. prelate, who marked the delivery of each reward by 
a few most affectionate and encouraging remarks to the suc- 
cessful competitors. The company afterwards partook of an 
excellent déjeiner, at the conclusion of which a selection of 
vocal music was performed by the boys in the school, which 
spoke well for the care of their harmonic training. The new 
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chapel is a small but handsome building, in the Elizabethan 
Gothic style. The greater part of the expense attendant on 
its erection was borne by a number of ladies, who among them- 
selves subscribed the requisite amount. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ANONYMOUS CoRRESPONDENTS should always enclose their names to the 
Editor; not for Se. butin token of good faith. No attention can be 
paid to communications not thus authenticated, 


Communications have been received from:—Dr. G. G. Rocers; Mr. 
Crospy Leonarp; Mr. W. A. Brypen; Dr. H. H. Vernon; Mr. H. 
Terry, JuN.; Dr. LANKESTER; Mr. H. G. TREND; S. W. J. M.; ANOTHER 
MemMBER; Dr. WEBSTER; Dx. CocKLE; Mr. Haynes WALTON ; Mr. GeorGE 
May, Jun.; Dr. Bryan; Mr. Stone; Mr. O. Pemberton; Mr. H. 
WILKINSON; Dr. Cowan; Dr. C. Buack; Mr. Kent Jones; Dr. Mo 
Dr. McIntyre; Mr. ToynBee; Dr. Richarpson; Mr. G. M, 
Humpnry; and Mr. J. R. HUMPHREYS. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


(Jompound Achromatic Microscopes. 


By W. LADD, 31, CHANCERY LANE. 
No.1. Compound Achromatic Microscope, having all the Move- 


ments, with secondary stage, two eye-pieces, and forceps £18 18 0 
Ditto, fitted with 4 and 1 in. object glasses, and a Mahogany 

28 00 
Microscope, having all the movements of the above ...... 910 0 
Ditto, with the same object glasses and case .............. 18 0 0 
Quekett’s Dissecting Microscopes .......... 22 
Educational Microscopes, from 440 


Spectacles, Opera Glasses, Telescopes, and Philosophical Apparatus, 
Microscopie Objects, etc., etc. 
65, PARK STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE, W. 


Just published, 8vo, price 1s, 


Electro - Chemical Bath. 


he 
T For the extraction of Mercury and other Metallic and Poisonous Sub- 
_ stances from the Body. De- 
monstrating the baneful 
effects of inert matter in 
the human organism. The 
manner in which it is re- 
moved. The relation of 
re, to the Pheno- 
mena of Life, Health, Dis- 
ease, etc. 

“A very important disco- 
very.’’—Sunday Times. 

“ A book interesting from 
what it promises to man- 
kind.”—Bell’s News. 

“An important contribu» 
tion to our literature.”— 
Railway Record. 

“We can recommend it.” 
—Weekly Register. 

“A good shilling’s worth 
of information on one of the most interesting scientific problems of the day.” 
—London Weekly Investigator. 

“A new and efficacious mode of relief."—John Bull and Britannia. 

“It is well worthy the attention of the faculty and the public in general.” — 


Weekly Dispatch. 
By J. CAPLIN, M.D. 


London: W. FREEMAN, 69, Fleet Street; or from the Author, Eclectic 
Medical Institution, 9, York Place, Baker Street, Portman Square. 
Gratuitous consultations from Nine to One o'clock daily. 


DR. DE JONGH’S 
LIGHT-BROWN COD-LIVER OIL. 


This pure transparent LIGHT-BROWN COD-LIVER OIL is 
invariably and carefully submitted to Chemical Analysis, and, 
to preclude any subsequent admixture or adulteration, is sup- 
plied onty in Bottles, capsuled and labelled with Dr. De Jonon’s 
Stamp and Signature, so that the Faculty may rely upon a 
genuine Medicine, and, so far as is possible, anticipate a unj- 
form, regular, and certain result. 


Sole Consignees and Agents for the United Kingdom and the 
British Possessions, 
ANSAR, HARFORD, & CO., 77, STRAND, 
LONDON. 


HALF-PINTS (10 Ounces), 2s, 6d. 
PINTS (20 Ounces), 4s.9d. | QUARTS (40 Ounces), 9s. 
IMPERIAL MEASURE. 
*.* A LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE PROFESSION. 
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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL ADVERTISER. 


Water Beds for Invalids, free from 


smell, (for Water at any Temperature,) £3 to £5 103. 


[Jury 18, 1857. 


Water Cushions, from 178.64. Waterproof Bed Sheets. Urinals and 
other Surgical Appliances. Water Beds on Hire, 7s. per Week. 


THOMAS WATTS & CO., INDIA-RUBBER MANUFACTURERS, 


466, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. yy 


SURGICAL MECHANISM, &c. 
(52°orge Taylor & Co., Surgical Mechanicians, Manufacturers of 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS, TRUSSES, and every kind of SURGICAL BANDAGES, la, LITTLE 
QUEEN STREET (two doors from High Holborn), LONDON, beg to inform the faculty that, from their 
great practical experience in the construction and application of Surgical Mechanism, they can offer Instra- 
ments for the relief and cure of SPINAL CURVATURE, CLUB-FOOT, DISTORTED LEGS, and all cases 
of MUSCULAR CONTRACTION, WEAKNESSES, ete., manufactured on the most scientific principles, 
at very moderate prices. 

ARTIFICIAL LEGS, HANDS, and ARMS, on greatly improved principles; SPRING CRUTCHES, 
WOODEN LEGS, ARM SLINGS, ELASTIC ABDOMINAL Supporting BELTS for botli Sexes; those 
for Ladies’ use before and after accouchement being exceedingly light, yet giving an efficient support. 

ELASTIC STOCKINGS for Varicose Veins, Laced Knee-caps and Ankle-socks, India-rubber Urinals 
for Railway Travelling and Bed-use, Enema Syringes, Suspensory and every other kind of Surgical 


Bandages, ete. Wholesale and Retail. Hospitals and Unions supplied at very low prices. An experienced 
Female to attend Ladies. f 


-PRATT'S ELASTIC STOCKINGS 


Continue to be found the best remedy for VARICOSE VEINS, 

and the most moderate in price, with or without extra pressure, 

acting LATERALLY, 4s. 6d. and 6s. 6d. each, thread; 9s., 12s., and 
15s. each, best silk. 


DIRECTIONS FOR MEASURING. 
Kyee-Cap, length—A to C; circumferences—A, B, and C. 
Srock1nG, length from C to F, and cireumferences at C, D, E, F, and G. 
Sock, circumferences—E, F, and G. 


J. PRATT having had many years experience as a PRACTICAL WORKER in the manufacture of Surgical 
Instruments, calls the attention of the Profession to the quality of all Surgical Instruments and Appliances 
supplied by him. 

Brass Enema Syringe, in Case. 7s. 6d. Pocket Case 30s. & 42s. 
Case of Amputating Instruments. . £3. lds. Tooth Instruments . . . from 25s. 
Wooden and Artificial Legs, Crutches, Bandages, ete., at greatly reduced Prices. 

Inventor of the new Bullet Forceps and Lithotomy Forceps with Vulcanised Sheaths; also, of a new 

Truss; all of which have been approved and ordered by the Army Medical Board. 


PRATT, SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER, 420, OXFORD STREET, (W.), LONDON. 
Hospitals, Unions, and Clubs supplied with Trusses, etc., at very low Prices. 
oultices su erseded by the use of ARTIFICIAL LIMBS—BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT 
P PATENT john Newling, 65, Park Street, 


As a $ubstitute for common poultices and fomentations, the superiority of Grosvenor Square, W., solicits the notice of the Profession to his im- ' 


this article is unquestionable. It is strongly recommended by the most 
eminent of the Faculty for its cleanliness, economy, lightness, and general 
efficacy, and is now used in several of the hospitals. Also, Markwick’s Patent 
Piline, for Cholera Belts, Rheumatism, Chest Protectors, Respirators, Lum- 
bago, etc. 
: Sold, retail, by Chemists and Druggists, and wholesale only by 
GEORGE TRIMBEY, 41, Queen Street, Cheapside. 


reat Saving in the Purchase of 

SIX GROSS of NEW MEDICAL GLASS BOTTLES, assorted to 

suit the convenience of Purchasers, at S. ISAACS & SON, 6, Warren Street, 
fottenham Court Road, London. 


6 and 8 oz., any shape, plain, or graduated .......... 8s. Od. per gross. 
3 and 4 oz. ‘itto 7s. 6d. 
oz. Moulded Phials 4s. 6d. 
0z. 5s. 6d. 
i} oz. GittO .. 6s.0d. 


No charge for package. I diate attention to Country Orders, which must 
be accompanied by ryte om Post-office orders to be made payable 
to S. ISAACS & SON, at the Post Office, Tottenbam Court Read, London. 


a Artificial Limbs; being secured by Royal Letters Patent, cannot be 
ad of any other makers. 

The material is a preparation entirely new. The joints are so constructed 
as to cause little friction. The large springs ordinarily used as tendons are 
superseded by a simple contrivance, giving more natural action, and thereby 
avoiding all liability to derangement. 

For below knee amputations, this invention claims great superiority, as 
short stumps set at right angles can be fitted to perfect advantage, in fact 
forms the best bearing for an Artificial Leg. 

Bucket and other Legs, Arms, Crutches, Elastic Stockings of superior 
manufacture, Belts, Trusses on improved principles, ete. etc. 


JOHN NEWLING, 65, PARK STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE, W. 


Glenfield Patent Starch 


USED IN THE ROYAL LAUNDRY, 
AND PRONOUNCED BY HER MAJESTY’S LAUNDRESS 10 BE 
THE FINEST STARCH SHE EVER USED. 

Sold by all Chandlers, Grocers, etc. ete. 
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